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EDITORIAL 


A Literal Second Coming 
Of Christ From Some 


Pre-Copernician Heaven 


This phrase occurs in a review of a recent Swiss 
volume by Professor Oscar Cullman. Indeed, the 
reviewer is concerned to remove American ‘appre- 
hensions” lest Cullman be regarded as “American 
Fundamentalism with its Biblical literalism and its 
expectation of a literal second coming of Christ 
from some Pre-Copernician heaven.” 

Glancing at Cullmann’s Christus und die Zeit: 
Die unchristliche Zeit - Und Geschichtsauffassung, 
the reviewer finds that this 1946 volume carries 
onward the Continental effort to free Christianity 
from its philosophical coloring; Platonic, Aris- 
totelian, or Hegelian. “The main effort of Conti- 
nental theology for two or three generations has 
been to purge Christian thought of such philosophic 
admixtures.” Barth advanced this movement much 
more than did Ritschl, though even Ritschl pro- 
fessed this motif. The later Barth has made more 
progress than the earlier Barth. Now Cullman, one 
of Barth’s colleagues in the University of Basel, 
is saying that even the later Barth is still too 
much infected with Plato and with Kierkegaard, 
and suggests that he must “take the events of 
Bible history” as the basis of his outline. The re- 
view summarizes Cullman’s position thus: “The 
New Testament Christian sees all past history and 
especially the history of Israel as preparing the 
way for the coming of Christ; sees the present age 
as the age when Christ invisibly rules the world 
from God’s right hand, through the Spirit in the 
Church; sees the future as the consummation of 
the process which began when Christ was raised 
as ‘first-fruits of them that sleep’ and when His 
Spirit gave the Church the first ‘down-payments’ 
and ‘foretastes’ of the Age to Come.” 

Leaving Cullman and his able American re- 
viewer, it is as well to note that many of those 
who reject the personal Second Coming of Christ 
on the ground that it implies a pre-Copernician 
view of heaven, for the same reason reject the 
Ascension of Christ. And when one denies that 
Christ ascended to the Father there seems little 
reason for thinking that He will come again and 
receive us unto Himself and place us in the many 
mansions of the Father’s house. The surrender of 


the blessed hope, of the Ascension, and of the 
mansions of heaven is a considerable price to pay 
to please the “‘Copernicians.” 


After one has appeased these disciples of Co- 
pernicus, what further will one need to do to 
please the followers of Darwin? To suit them shall 
we surrender Creation, the miracles, and the Fall, 
to the fancied demands of evolution? And when 
this is done will there be enough of the faith left 
to warrant its being called by the name Christian? 
If what is left be labelled “the essence of Chris- 
tianity” will not the word be used in the apothe- 
cary sense of essence—the faint odor left in the 
bottle when the liquid is all evaporated? And if 
such a policy continue, when the Son of Man comes 
will He find faith on the earth? 

Now we hope that the correspondent in The 
Presbyterian Outlook who suggests the writing of 
a new creed by a group including a scientific 
block, has no purpose in mind to make such radical 
cuts in the faith as men are intimating in the name 
of Copernicus and in the name of Darwin. And 
yet we think that just the issues we have pictured 
above would follow the procedure advocated by 
that correspondent. 

To return to the question at issue, I am con- 
vinced that a number of the Continental theo- 
logians, such as Paul Althaus, Karl Heim, Karl 
Barth, W. Kuenneth, K. L. Schmidt, and pre- 
sumably Oscar Cullman, are coming to believe in 
a literal Second Coming of Christ. And this return 
to the faith is worrying the mediating American 
theologians. These Continental scholars are at least 
as scholarly as are their American reviewers. It is 
a bit difficult to stigmatize the Continental theo- 
logians of the Word as pre-Copernician obscurants. 
The American reviewers are therefore trying to 
hold them in their camp. 


Another phase of the question: is the doctrine 
of the literal, personal, visible coming of Christ in 
His glory pre-Copernician? As you read the ac- 
count the Lord testifies that at His coming two 
shall be sleeping in one bed, two grinding at the 
same mill, two working together in the same field, 
others resting on the housetop in the cool of the 
evening. These statements of people doing things 
that are typical of radically different periods of 
the night and of the day much better befit the Co- 
pernician than they do the Ptolmaic astronomy. 
“For as the lightning cometh out of the East, and 
shineth even unto the West, so shall also the com- 
ing of the Son of Man be.” —Wm.C.R 
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God’s Paradoxes 


A paradox is something apparently absurd, yet 
true. 


Christianity constantly presents situations which, 
to human reason, appear to be absurd, but which 
nevertheless are actuallv true. In fact some of 
these paradoxes epitomize the abysmal difference 
between unregenerate wisdom and the wisdom 
which comes alone through the new birth. 


While God has made it possible for the most 
ignorant to understand and accept the way of 
salvation, He has at the same time made it impos- 
sible to rationalize Christianity down to the level 
where it will meet the requirements of the wisdom 
of this world. 


Intellectuals have stumbled over the paradoxes 
of the Bible from its beginning and they will con- 
tinue to so stumble until such time as they submit 
themselves to the one process whereby man may 
truly become intellectual. We are told in a number 
of places that the beginning of true wisdom is found 
in the “fear of the Lord’; an attitude of mind and 
heart where reverence for and trust in God is para- 
mount. 


Do we reason to faith or from faith? The philo- 
sophers of the world will answer, “to faith, if that 
proves reasonable and acceptable to the human 
mind.” But Paul says, “For after that in the 
wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, 
it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to 
save them that believe.”” No one part of the Bible 
is more calculated to puncture the human ego than 
a careful reading of the first and second Chapters 
of First Corinthians, particularly from the 17th 
verse of the first Chapter, on to the end of the 
second. 


Paul sums up this position as follows, “But the 
natural (unsaved, not born-again) man receiveth 
not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are 
foolishness unto Him: neither can He know them, 
because they are spiritually discerned.” 


The difference in these two viewpoints is not of 
minor or secondary importance. The difference is 
the difference between life and death, between 
light and darkness, between wisdom and folly. Too 
often we allow the eternal destinies of men to be 
jeopardized by a compromise with unregenerate 
philosophy. 


“He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he 
that loseth his life for my sake shall find it,” is a 
paradox we must accept on faith. It proposes a 
way of life which can never be lived apart from 
the power of the indwelling Spirit. Jesus elaborat- 
ed this again and said, ‘“‘For whosoever will save his 
life shall lose it; and whosoever will lose his life 
for my sake shall find it.” 


Again, the thesis of the world is power by human 
might but the Christian seeks divine-given strength. 
Paul found himself compassed by weakness, but he 
came to the place where he could glory in infirmi- 
ties, reproaches, necessities, persecutions and dis- 
tresses for Christ’s sake; “For when I am weak, 
then am I strong.” 


The world builds for the present. The Christian 
builds for eternity. How different are these ends! 
The apostle makes this clear when he says, ‘While 
we look not at the things which are seen, but at 





the things which are not seen: for the things which 
are seen are temporal; but the things which are 
not seen are eternal.” 


Again the most erudite philosopher of this or 
any other generation is blind and ignorant unless 
he has come out of darkness into light by faith in 
and acceptance of the Lord Jesus Christ. “In whom 
the god of this world hath blinded the minds of 
them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious 
gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should 
shine unto them.” “For the wisdom of this world 
is foolishness with God: for it is written, He taketh 
the wise in their own craftiness.” And again, the 
Lord knoweth the thoughts of the wise, that they 
are vain.” 


The Christian faces the necessity of making a 
decision. Shall he believe God or shall he believe 
man? Dr. Howard Kelly was a great scientist, a 
great surgeon, and a great Christian. On one 
occasion we had visited Dr. Kelly in Baltimore and 
a few days later were talking with another world- 
renowned surgeon in New York. The latter, a life- 
long friend of Dr. Kelly’s, remarked, “Howard is 
a great man but he is a fool.’”’ Both Dr. Kelly and 
this other man have now passed on, Dr. Kelly into 
the presence of the One he loved and served. The 
other man was not a Christian. Who was really 
the fool? 


The great paradox of Christianity is that the 
believer was dead but lives, was blind but can see, 
was lost but has been found, was a fool but has 
become wise, was weak but has become strong, was 
an alien but has now become a son; not by learn- 
ing, Or power, or wisdom, or his own efforts, but 
by accepting that which the Lord has done for him. 


To the world it is absurd. But it is true. 
—L. N. B. 


Evolution Keeps Bad 
Company 


In a study of Atheism as set forth by the Ameri- 
can Association for the Advancement of Atheism 
we find that though it takes a fiendish delight in 
criticizing “Fundamentalists’—in the same manner 
the modernists do—it has its own set of funda- 
mentals. In its determination to combat the fact 
of God it has promulgated “The Five Fundamentals 
of Atheism.” These “Fundamentals” are as follows: 


1. Materialism—The doctrine that Matter, with 
its indwelling property, Force, constitutes the 
reality of the Universe. 


2. Sensationalism—The doctrine that all ideas 
arise out of sensation and that, therefore, man can 
have no conception of an infinite God, or of ulti- 
mate Causation, or that absolute moral imperative 
which certain philosophers have made the founda- 
tion of Theism. 


3. Evolution—The doctrine that organisms are 
not designed, but have evolved mechanically 
through Natural Selection. 


4. The existence of evil—The potent fact that 
renders irrational the belief in a beneficent, omni- 
potent Being who cares for man. 


5. Hedonism—The doctrine that happiness here 
and now should be the motive of conduct. 
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In our judgment consistent Christianity is op- 
posed to all five of the fundamentals of the 
American Association for the Advancement of 
Atheism, evolution included. To say the least, the 
fact that evolution is one of the cardinal tenets 
of Atheism should make Christians think a long 
time before adding it to our Creed. Evolution 
certainly keeps bad company. Our experiences and 
observations have taught us that somewhere along 
the line a Christian is compelled to break with the 
notion of evolution, and the best place to break 
with it is at Genesis 1:1: “In the beginning God 
created the heavens and the earth.” 


The mere fact that evolution is to be found at 
the very heart of the Atheists Creed should be 
sufficient warrant for the Christian to reject it at 
once. The failure of many professing Christians 
to do this has led to endless confusion in regard 
to the doctrines of Creation, the Fall, and Redemp- 
tion. Let us remember that doctrines (like birds) 
of the same feather flock together. 


—J. R. R. 


‘How Can We Know 
The Way?’ 
(John 14:5b) 


The way to God, to eternal life, to Heaven, is 
not a path, but a Person; not a set of rules and 
regulations, but a Redeemer; not a way for us to 
live, but a Life lived in us—Christ in us, the hope 
of glory. “I am the way, the truth and the life.” 


Up in Mohawk Valley there used to be a sign 
with this verse on it, and beneath, these words: 
“Without the way there is no going; without the 
truth there is no knowing; without the life there 
is no living.’”’ The sick, wounded, dying man by the 
roadside not only has to have a road to the hos- 
pital, not only has to know the way there, but he 
has to have a living man to take him there. We 
sinners are not merely dying, but dead. 


In Jesus’ reply to Thomas we have the three- 
fold work of Christ as our Redeemer: our salvation 
centers in a Person. 


1. A Persn Who Died. “I am the way.” In the 
Old Testament the Way was pictured for us in the 
Offering and the Priest; the blood was a covering 
(atonement) for sin, and the priest was the me- 
diator and intercessor. Christ is the Offering, the 
Mediator, the Intercessor. He “died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures,’ was made sin for us 
Who knew no sin. By the sacrifice of Himself, once 
for all, He satisfies every claim of law and justice. 
This is His finished work. 


He ever lives to make intercession for us as our 
Great High Priest. His precious blood cleanses 
from all sin. Therefore we can come boldly to the 
throne of grace. 


2. A Person Who “spake as never man spake.” 
“T am the truth.” He tells us the truth about God. 
No man has seen God at any time; the Only Be- 
gotten Son reveals Him. “He that hath seen Me 
hath seen the Father.” 


He tells us the truth about ourselves, for He 
knows what is in man—his lost and ruined condi- 
tion, his inability to do anything apart from his 
Saviour, his value in the sight of God. 


He tells the truth about Sin and Hell and warns 
of the worm that dieth not and the fire that is not 
quenched. He tells the truth about Heaven, our 
Home. 


He reveals to us by His Word and Spirit the wil] 
of God for our salvation: that it is God’s will for 
us to repent, turn from sin; believe on Him Whom 
He hath sent, even Christ; bear fruit, be sanctified 
(set apart for the service of God and be made holy 
as He is holy). 


3. A Person Who Reigns. “I am the life.” He js 
King of Life and Love. 


In Him is life; in Him is the power of an endless 
life. We live because He lives in us; we love be- 
cause He loves us. We reign as kings and priests 
through Him. He that hath the Son hath life. 


As our Sovereign He subdues us, defends us, re- 
strains and conquers all His and our enemies. He 
makes us live; He keeps us alive; we live because 
He lives in us. He commands the impossible and 
by His power we do the impossible. Paralyzed, 
dead, we come to life, stretch out our hands and 
our souls to the Qne Who furnishes the power. 


Is this Person your Saviour? Your Priest, Pro- 
phet, King? If you know Him as personal Saviour 
you know the way for He is the Way; you know 
the truth, for He is the truth and makes you free; 
you have life, for He is the Life. 


A young girl lay dying. On her face was peace 
and joy. “How can you be so happy?” asked one 
of her friends. “I have Christ here,’ she replied, 
placing her hand on her Bible which was by her 
side; “I have Christ here,” putting her hand on 
her heart; “I have Christ here,’’ pointing to the 
heavens. 


Is the Christ of the Bible in your heart? Have 
you received Him and are you resting upon Him 
alone as He is offered to you in the Gospel? “No 
man cometh unto the Father but by Me.” 

—J.K.P. 


Those Enlarged Synods 
By D. S. Gage, Ph.D.* 


Among the other objectionable features of the 
proposed Plan of Union with the Presbyterians, 
U.S.A., are those enlarged Synods. 


The plan is pure camouflage, intended to give 
the appearance of local control so that those in 
the South could still maintain the things for which 
the Southern Church has always stood. There was 
at first the suggestion of Regional Assemblies— 
each Assembly to be a law unto itself in matters 
of doctrine, etc., and only united for such mat- 
ters as Foreign Missions, etc. But that there might 
be some equality of division there would have had 
to be about four—Southern, Eastern, Middle Nor- 
thern, and Western. But this was not at all accept- 
able to the U.S.A. Church which saw no good rea- 
son why they should break up their well organ- 
ized body into four churches just to get us in the 
group. So the idea of Synods was suggested and 
has been incorporated. It is thoroughly unaccept- 
able. 


1. Because it makes for less efficiency in hand- 
ling of church matters. As Synods are at present 
organized, it would be rather difficult to propose 
a better plan for management of Home Missions, 


— a eo oe oe alee be) 


i ee hk ee, Be eee ee ee oe ee oe oe ote beak af oe 





-— aa © 








Sept. 16, 1946 






educational work, etc., in a word, any church en- 
terprise too large for a Presbytery, which must be 
undertaken by a Synod. 


-2. If there are any cases where union of Synods 
would make for greater efficiency, there is no rea- 
son why they can not unite under the present 
orders of each of the churches. Any two Synods 
can unite, with consent of the Assembly, as we 
are at present constituted. If greater efficiency 
would come from uniting Virginia and North Car- 
olina, they can unite any time they wish as we are 
at present. But suppose such a scheme were to be 
suggested to them at present? Is there the slightest 
chance that they would adopt it? Not the least in 
the world. They can manage their synodical af- 
fairs very greatly better separated than by uniting 
to one Synod. The present boundaries work for 
far Ys sagaad effectiveness than if they were to con- 
solidate. 


8. As to the fundamental matters of concern— 
namely, matters of interpretation of the Standards, 
and matters of Doctrine—after going through the 
regular procedure, all such can be carried to the 
General Assembly. In that Assembly, our Church 
being only about one-third as large as the U.S.A.. 
will have only a correspondingly small vote. They 
will be decided by the Commissioners from the 
present U.S.A. Church in the end. And the well- 
known and undisputed “inclusiveness” of that 
Church makes it certain that inclusiveness will 
thereafter be the policy of the united Church. 
These Regional Synods can not control such 
matters. 


4. It is provided that Presbyteries may examine 
ministers seeking admission. At present, Presby- 
teries of the U.S.A. Church do not examine. Those 
of the Southern Church are ordered by Church 
Law to examine on Theology, Personal Religion 
and the Sacraments and Church Government. It 
has already been pointed out that that com- 
promising proposal that Presbyteries may so ex- 
amine, will soon lead to a shar division of the 
Church into those which do examine and those 
which do not. Very obviously, those which will 
examine will be those which are careful and con- 
cerned about the maintenance of Sound Doctrine— 
in accordance with the Standards. Presbyteries not 
caring much about this will not examine. They will 
just receive a letter of dismissal. But of course, 
pressure will be brought on all Presbyteries which 
do not examine (and presumably will not receive 
a minister whose theology is not sound and orth- 
odox, for else why examine?) to pass over the 
examination. Some will not yield to this pres- 
sure—at least not soon—others will, and there 
will be a sharp division in the Church on this 
point—examination of ministers changi Presby- 
teries in order to maintain sound doctrine. That 
this division might and very probably will result 
m a new division is very probable. 


The Regional Synods can do nothing to alter 
this. A minister rejected by a Presbytery can 
carry his case to the Synod. It is likely that some 
of them would reverse the rejection. And if the 
Synod upheld the Presbytery in rejection, the 
matter could be carried to the General Assembly 
which it is proposed shall have final jurisdiction in 
all matters that affect doctrine or interpretation 
of the Constitution of the Church. And as has 
been pointed out, our present Church will have 
but about one-fourth of the Commissioners. The 
Commissioners from the present U.S.A. Church can 
easily over-ride all our votes. 
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So the Regional Synod does not one thing to- 
wards preserving our southern independence in 
such matters, and will weaken the efficiency of 
the present synodical arrangements. If they could 
function more efficiently by uniting—any two or 
more of them—they can do so at any time they 
like under our present form of government. That 
they do not do so is quite evidence that they do 
not think the work of the Church would be carried 
on more efficiently by such consolidation. Indeed, 
in our Southern Church, one new Synod has been 
formed — Appalachia. The reason was that there 
were four Mountain Presbyteries. All had prob- 
lems different from Presbyteries of lowland areas. 
The new Synod was created and its greatly in- 
creased efficiency has justified the division. 


There is every reason to disapprove of the pro- 
posed plan of Enlarged Synods. 


*Westminster College, Fulton, Mo. 





The Table Of The Lord 
Or The Altar Of 
The Priest? 


Through the courtesy of Dr. Dendy I am asking 
for space in this issue for two articles, or an article 
and this editorial. There is a purpose in asking 
that the two articles be run in the same issue— 
each needs the other for a measure of balance. The 
fact that both deal with worship may remind us 
that the primary purpose for which the Church 
exists is the worship of the Triune God. The article 
is a paper read to the American Theological Com- 
mittee on the Unitive and Divisive Factors in 
Christian Worship. It sets forth the general doctrine 
of Christian Worship and, I trust, shows that the 
author is not opposed to any and every change or 
embellishment in worship. Indeed, I have put such 
things as the Apostles’ Creed, the Gloria, Amens, 
Psalms into the service of several of our congre- 
gations. It is a pleasure to remark that at the 
conclusion of the reading of my paper several 
theologians from communions which advocate a 
more formal worship took occasion to commend 
the value of some spontaneous or voluntary prayers 
even in “high church” worship. 


Lest in asking a cordial consideration of more 
form, dignity and beauty in worship I be misunder- 
stood as surrendering the positions for which the 
Reformed Faith stood in Holland, Switzerland, 
Germany, Scotland and England I am adding this 
editorial on the altar. In the Old Testament God 
ordained sacrifices, a mediating priesthood and 
altars. The New Testament frequently refers to 
this ritual service in its various parts, but regards 
the whole ceremonial law as fulfilled in Christ. 
Consequently, according to the Epistle to the 
Hebrews and the Book of Revelation the altar is 
in heaven where the High Priest of our Profession 
ministers in the Tabernacle which God pitched and 
not man. On high is our one mediating priest, 
Jesus Christ, and on high are both the altar of 
incense for the prayers of the saints and the altar 
of sacrifice. On earth Christ has left the ministry of 
the Word, the laver of baptism, and the Table of 
the Lord together with prayer and praise by which 
ordinances He dispenses His covenant mercies. 


It is admitted by such Episcopal scholars as 
Walter Lowrie and such Lutheran scholars as Lars 
Qualben that the early Christian congregations 
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had no altars. Indeed, their opponents charged 
them with having neither temple, altar, nor image. 
In taking over the basilica type of architecture 
suggested by the Roman public buildings the Church 
took the idea of an altar and later defended it by 
appeal to the Old Testament. Indeed, about every 
use of the altar I have seen defended makes its 
appeal to the Old Testament and fails to distinguish 
between the old and the new dispensations of the 
covenant of grace. 


At the time of the Reformation a group of 
fanatics got control in Wittenberg and pushed 
things too fast. As a result Luther swung things 
things back to the Roman Catholic forms and 
thereafter only made such changes as were positive- 
ly required by the Word. He continued the 
mediaeval worship only using the Word to cut out 
things that the Bible positively condemned. 


Zwingli, Bucer, Calvin, Peter Martyr went fur- 
ther. The Reformed started with the Bible and its 
two dispensations of the one covenant of grace. 
They only put into the worship those things which 
the Scriptures authorized for the new dispensation 
of grace. Altars, images, pictures, vestments, etce., 
were removed from the Reformed Churches in 
Switzerland, Holland, Germany and France. In 
Scotland John Knox and the covenants explicitly 
condemn the consecration of altars as a Roman 
Catholic error destitute of Scriptural warrant. 
Even today in Scotland the Table is either away 
from the wall or moveable away from the wall so 
that the minister sits behind it for the Lord’s 
Supper. 

The history of the matter was checkered in 
England, but that was because of the history of the 
Church of England. And in this history the altar 
was the sign of Rome and the Table the sign of the 
Reformation. When the Roman Catholics or those 
favorable to their worship were in power there was 
an altar against the East wall, when the Reforma- 
tion came back there was a Table which was moved 
into the center of the chancel or out into the nave 
of the Church for the Lord’s Supper. In 1550 the 
altars were removed from the Churches of England 
for the following reasons: “Because our Saviour 


instituted the sacrament at a Table and not at an 
altar.” 


“Because Christ is not to be sacrificed over 
again, but His body and blood to be spiritually 
eaten and drunk at the holy supper; for which a 
table is more appropriate than an altar. “Because 
the Holy Ghost, speaking of the Lord’s Supper, 
calls it the Lord’s Table, 1 Cor. x. 21, but nowhere 
an altar.” 


The altars were returned when Queen Mary 
brought England back into the Roman Catholic 
fold and removed once more when Elizabeth 
separated again from Rome. Under Charles I, 
Archbishop Laud forced the Churches to be re- 
conditioned with altars in spite of the opposition 
of many bishops, ministers and leading Episco- 
palians. At the same time he brought into the 
Churches images, pictures and crucifixes and led 
a movement to turn the Holy Sabbath into a day of 
dancing, games and sports. Against Laud the o-- 
position urged the rubric in the Common prayer 
Book “that altars in churches were a Popish in- 
vention, of no greater antiquity in the Christian 
Church than the sacrifice of the mass.” Ultimately 
Laud’s action in this matter led to his execution 
by the Long Parliament. 


Upon the representation of the Westminster 
Assembly of Divines, the English Parliament passed 
the following ordinance: “That before the 1st of 





November all altars and tables of stone be utterly 
taken away and demolished; and all communion. 
tables removed from the east end of every church, 
chapel or place of public worship, and be set in 
some other fit and convenient place or places of 
the body of the Church or chapel,’”’ that the rails 
be removed and the raised parts of the church 
floors levelled, and that cricifixes, images, and 
pictures be removed. 


In America the first Church in Jamestown had 
a walnut table, and I understand, a few of the 
oldest Episcopal Churches still follow the Book of 
Common Prayer in having only a Table of the Lord. 
Bishop William White, the organizer of the Protes- 
tant Episcopal Church in the United States, was at 
one with the Low Churchmen in his opposition to 
the theory comprised in the words “priest, altar, 
sacrifice.” 

Our Westminister Confession of Faith asserts 
that, “There are not, therefore, two covenants of 
grace differing in substance, but one and the same 
under different dispensations.”” We have used this 
sentence to condemn Modern Dispensationalism for 
asserting two or more covenants of salvation differ- 
ing in substance. These Dispensationalists have so 
magnified the difference between the dispensations 
as to make them not merely different stages in the 
unfolding of the one eternal covenant of grace but 
diverse covenants. On the other hand those who 
bring in earthly altars are obliterating the distinc- 
tion between the Mosaic and the New Testament 
dispensations. As the Dispensationalists pluralize 
the one covenant of grace, so the advocates of 
altars singularize the different dispensations. The 
Presbyterian Faith confess “one and the same 
covenant of grace under different dispensations.” 
Will the Great Searcher of hearts be pleased with 
us if, having censured and condemned our Dispen- 
sational brethren as un-Presbyterian because they 
differ with one part of this sentence, we fail to 
examine our own practise and liturgy when we 
differ with another part of the same sentence? The 
action taken by Parliament at the request of the 
Westminster Assembly of Divines abundantly 
testifies to the Assembly’s condemnation of altars. 


Positively, an altar calls for men to make an 
offering to God, while the Table is the supper which 
the Lord spreads for His people. Man offers his 
sacrifices at an altar, God gives us the daily bread 
that supplies our tables—and at the Table of the 
Lord He feeds us with Christ the living bread. The 
Table of the Lord speaks of His grace which saves 
us, the altar of a priest speaks of man’s act and 
man’s offering in a way that too easily slides into 
human merit and work salvation. Therefore, Nygren 
has shown that the supper of the Lord is the 
language of New Testament agape, while the sacri- 
fices of an altar speak of pagan eros (Agape and 
Eros: Il:ii: 477-480). The Christian lives wholly 
out of the Father hand of God. The Reformed 
Faith sitting or standing with receiving hands as 
the Table of the Lord confesses that salvation is 
wholly of the Lord. 


The Lord’s Supper is not a sacrifice. It is a 
sacrificial meal based upon the one sacrifice that 
Christ offered once for all. To bring in altars is to 
suggest other sacrifices and to reflect upon the all- 
sufficiency of the one sacrifice of the Lamb of 
God. At an earthly altar a human priest mediates 
between the worshipper and his Saviour—thus 
implying that Christ’s sacrifice is not sufficient to 
bring us to God. At the Table of the Lord all of 
God’s people come to the Most High through the 
heavenly High Priest of our profession, Jesus Christ 
who ever liveth to intercede for us. —Wm. C. R. 
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The Unitive And The Divisive 
Elements In Christian Worship 


By Prof. Wm. C. Robinson, D.D.* 


A paper read to the American Theological Committee at its 
June, 1946, meeting in Philadelphia, Pa. 


As the Church is the place where God acts and 
man serves, Christian worship is primarily Divine 
action. It moves from the Godward pole to the 
Godward pole. It is both inspired by God and 
directed toward God. It is directed toward God as 
He has revealed Himself to us in Christ Jesus as 
our gracious heavenly Father. It rises from hearts 
that have been regenerated by God the Holy Spirit 
and from mouths that He has opened in His own 
praise. “According to His mercy He saved us 
through the laver of regeneration and the renewing 
of the Holy Spirit which He poured upon us richly 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour.” Therefore, 
“Through Him we both have access by one Spirit 
unto the Father.” In Jesus Christ as the corner- 
stone, every building fitly framed together groweth 
into a holy temple in the Lord, into a habitation of 
God in the Spirit. (Eph. ii,17-22). 

Christian worship is the response of quickened 
hearts to God’s revelation of Himself. God has 
never left Himself without witnesses, giving us 
sunshine and rain and fruitful seasons. He has 
spoken unto us in divers portions and manners 
through the prophets. Most of all He has manifest- 
ed the light of the knowledge of His glory in the 
face of Jesus Christ. Accordingly we “richtly wor- 
ship and imbrace him by trew faith in Christ Jesus, 
quha is the only head of the same Kirk” (Scots 
Confession). Christian worship does not rest pri- 
marily upon the wish of man but upon the will of 
God. God wills to make His grace and His glory 
known and to call unto Himself a people to be a 
holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices ac- 
> ana to God through Jesus Christ. (I Peter 
ii:5). 

Thus, Christian worship is not man-centered. 
“Public worship is the encounter of Christ with His 
people” and its effect depends not on uniformity 
of liturgy, but on the fact that “the risen Lord has 
bound Himself to the institution of His worshipping 
Church.”! “The primary ground for the church 
service (worship) lies outside ourselves. It lies in 
the presence and action of Jesus Christ.”2 From 
the fine studies of Prof. K. L. Schmidt and Dr. R. 
N. Flew our European collaborators properly con- 
cluded that “The one Church of God is . . the sphere 
of action of the heavenly Christ; all its members 
being in Christ and being knit together by a super- 
natural kinship; all their gifts and activities con- 
tinuing the work of Christ, originating from Christ 


and being coordinated by Christ to the final 
result.’’3 


In His ascended presence Christ is the High 
Priest of our profession ministering in the true 
tabernacle that God pitched and not man. The 
Captain of our salvation is the Leader of Christian 
worship, “continuing to manage the cause of the 
whole Church before God,” “transacting all things 
with God” for her.+ His sacrifice of Himself for 
us was “itself a stupendous act of prayer and an 
amazing tribute of praise.” “He worshipped God 


in laying down His life upon the altar. He wor- 
shipped Him in taking it again, and it was an act of 
worship by which He entered with His blood into 
the very presence of the Highest to intercede for 
the saints.”> As He graciously mingles His heavenly 
worship with our feeble and unworthy tribute of 
praise and thanksgiving, the prayers of the saints 
find acceptance upon the golden altar before the 
Throne. We fallen sinners worship God in and 
through the Mediator, the Lord Jesus Christ. His 
continuing intercession is not the manifestation of 
two conflicting wills in the Most High, but this 
heavenly dialectic does show God to be a just God 
at the same time that He is a gracious Saviour. 
On the ground of Christ’s presentation of Himself 
as that Lamb slain for the sins of the world, God 
is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 


The Son of Man walks in the midst of the 
Churches holding them like stars in His hand and 
governing them by the sword out of His mouth. 
By the messengers of the several Churches the in- 
carnate Word speaks His own Word to His people 
as they preach Christ from the Holy Scriptures. 
By His resurrection Christ became the lifegiving 
Spirit and continues the affusion of the Holy Spirit 
He began at Pentecost. ‘“‘Where Christ sat not at 
the right hand of God, nor daily poured forth His 
Spirit, the Christian faith could not exist ... Where 
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit kept not con- 
tinual guard, the devil would not let a single man 
abide by the Easter preaching and by faith in 
Christ.” (Luther). 


Invested with the Spirit, seated at the right hand 
of power, holding the plan of the ages in His nail- 
pierced hand, girt with the panoply of glory, the 
Redeemer is now administering the counsels of re- 
demption for the salvation of His people. The 
Conqueror of death is pressing the mission which 
spreads God’s reign from sea to rolling sea. The 
courageous witness of the European Churches, says 
Dr. Warnshuis, “springs from their discovery that 
Christ reigns, not that He will reign. He reigns 
now. He is today the King of kings. History is in 
the hands of the invisible Lord. Hitler does not 
know it. The world does not know it. The Church 
knows that there is ONE who is stronger than the 
Fuehrer. This is no hypothetical but a basic cer- 
tainty . . . The Church has had a sense of superi- 
ority because it possessed knowledge of a secret, 
the universal Lordship of Christ. This knowledge 
has given the Church a courage that will accept no 
compromise.” 


“The Church is one in that all are members of 
the one Body of which Christ is the Head.”6 And 
“the key to true unity is: to grow up together in 
Him Who is the Head of the Church.”? This union 
in Christ points the way to true unity in and 
through worship. Christ is not only Lord at the 
right hand of the Father reigning there as the Son 
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of David, our brother and our Head. He is also the 
true Lord in every congregation that meets in His 
name. The Holy Spirit is His vicegerent taking the 
things of Christ and showing them to us. This Wit- 
nesser of Jesus’ merit works faith in our hearts 
and thereby unites us to Christ in our effectual 
calling. That which matters most in the Lord’s 
Supper, in the preaching of the Word, in Christian 
baptism is the work of the Holy Spirit. He uses 
these media of God’s ordering to bring Christ to 
the people. By one Spirit are we all baptized into 
the one body of Christ. He builds the Church upon 
the waters of regeneration and feeds her upon the 
Bread of Life. Under His blessing, “‘faith cometh 
by hearing and hearing by the word of Christ.” 
““God’s Holy Spirit speaks and may be heard at the 
place where He has His dwelling and from which 
He comes to us, namely, in Jesus Christ as the Word 
of God.’’8 


The ultimate condition for unity in and through 
Christian worship is the recognition that the pri- 
mary ground, the primary content and the primary 
form of Christian worship is Divine activity, and 
the continual effort to conform the secondary or 
human ground, content, and form of this worship to 
the action of God in Christ. 


Since the life of the Church depends upon the 
people drinking of that Spiritual Rock which is 
Christ (I Cor. x, 4) and the growth of the body 
upon each member being a joint of supply drawing 
grace from Him who is the fountain head (Eph. iv, 
15-16), therefore Christian worship is unitive in 
proportion as it draws the congregation to Him. 
Since other foundation can no man lay than that 
which is laid, which is Christ Jesus (I Cor. iii, 11), 
any worship which withdraws the congregation 
from the Bread of God and focuses its devotion 
elsewhere is divisive. Those other foci may be saints 
or statues, current catchwords or idealistic philoso- 
phies, sets of canons or obsessions with liturgics. 
The Church’s unity is in Jesus Christ. Her center 
of gravity is the High Priest ministering in the 
heavenly tabernacle. As Christian worship draws 
the Church on earth to the Lamb in the midst of 
the throne and to the Church of the First-born in 
heaven, it is unitive. 


This perpetual test faces each of our denomina- 
tions and congregations. There is an interesting 
story from one of our Presbyterian bodies that 
moved from an exclusively psalm singing to a psalm 
and hymn using Church. When the new book was 
being prepared, a learned Pittsburgh professor who 
had been reared on the beloved metrical version of 
the Psalms insisted that the first section of the 
new book of praise be given to hymns directly 
adoring Christ, and that even the Psalms follow 
this Christological section. He had come to see that 
Christian worship properly begins with the revela- 
tion of the grace of God in Jesus Christ and reads 
everything else in the light of the knowledge of 
the glory of God that shines from His face. 


Christian worship is unitive in proportion as it 
recognizes and proclaims the sole Lordship of Christ 
in His body the Church and in her worship. It is 
divisive in proportion as it deflects or divides this 
lordship, giving part thereof to preacher or to 
hierarch, to a naturalistic system which mutilates 
the Gospel or to an idealistic empiricism which has 
no essentia] place for the unique events of God’s 
saving intervention, to a hue and cry for His body 
to yoke itself to the chariot in which Caesar rides, 
or to diversion of her enerigies into a humanistic 
program in lieu of His Great Commission. Barth 
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has reminded the modern Church that the ground 
of Christian worship as human action is obedience, 
“What the Church owes the world is not her clever. 
ness or adaptability or the attempt made in al] 
lands at all times to suit the people’s wishes, but 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ.” “Religion with its 
masterpieces is one thing, Christian faith with its 
obedience another.’’? 


Accordingly the Church is to enquire of the Word 
as to the media God has ordained for His own 
worship. In the Word she finds Jesus and His 
apostles preaching and teaching the Gospel. Thus 
Luther says: “Hearing the Word of God contains 
the most promises and hearing it is the most pleas- 
ing to God, and the highest worship whereby we 
can honor Him.’ !° Calvin adds that the removal of 
the Word signifies the departure of the Lord. As 
the work of Christ culminated in his atoning death, 
so for the first Christians the liturgy of the Word 
culminated in the liturgy of the Upper Room where- 
by the Holy Spirit carries us by faith above things 
that are visible, carnal, and earthly and makes us 
feed upon the body and blood of Christ Jesus. More- 
over, we recognize that other great seal of the Word 
as a true part of congregational worship and de- 
clare that “be baptism we are ingrafted in Christ 
Jesus, to be made partakers of His justice, be 
quhilk our sinnes ar covered and _ remitted.” 
(Scott’s Confession, Art. xxi). 


As our congregations seek the Lordship of Christ 
in the obedience of Christian worship, we find our 
common origin is the Crucified and Risen Re- 
deemer, our common faith and experience wrought 
by His one gracious Spirit, through the instru- 
mentality of the Word and the sacraments and the 
prayers and praise of God’s people. We find a unity 
which even death cannot sever, since the Church 
on, earth is a true, if imperfect, part of the Church 
above, received in and by virtue of the merits of 
her Saviour and Head. 


In drawing closer to Him in whom we are one we 
draw closer to one another and have no right to 
think lightly of any means by which our brethren 
have been united and lifted in Christian worship. 
In The Coming Great Church, Canon T. 0. Wedel 
says that the Protestant Church has made much of 
the Gospel and of the congregation, but has not 
sufficiently appreciated the historical liturgy. At 
the present time there is a movement in my own 
and similar bodies to appropriate more of the 
heritage of historic Christian worship. We are in- 
terested in the Church year, in the general thanks- 
giving and the general confession, in more frequent 
celebrations of Holy Communion, in baptism as an 
act of congregational worship, in the Creed, the 
Gloria, the Te Deum. There is an increasing sense 
of churchliness in our services. The ministers of 
the Word are coming to recognize themselves as 
shepherds of the flock to whom members can freely 
come for personal counselling. Some of us do not 
find this out of keeping with our history, when we 
remember that Calvin required each member of his 
congregation in Strassbure to come to the pastor 
for conference before coming to the Table of the 
Lord, that he celebrated the Supper more frequent- 
ly than was customary among the Roman Catholic 
people, and that he desired its celebration more 
frequently than the Council of Geneva permitted. 


We would, however, consider these practices of 
our more liturgical brethren on the basis of our 
primary premises: our unity in Christ and our 
obedience to Him. Will the introduction of this or 
that ancient prayer or chant or creed or response 
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into our worship draw us closer to our Lord or will 
this so-called aid to worship attract attention to 
itself and so deflect it from the true object of 
worship? It is probable that even a low Church 
Episcopal service could not be immediately intro- 
duced into many of our Southern Presbyterian con- 
gregations without distracting the minds of the 
worshippers from the heavenly High Priest. Every 
proposed enrichment of the liturgy also properly 
comes under the test of the obedience of the 
Christian faith. There is a presupposition in favor 
of an act of worship that God’s true people through 
the ages have found bringing them closer to their 
Lord either in confession or in adoration. This 
testimony is not to be lightly esteemed. But it is 
to be tested to find out whether it is an act author- 
ized by the Word for the Church or merely in- 
troduced by man’s ingenuity. The only true Chris- 
tian unity is under the sole reign of Christ the 
King. Therefore, we must ever seek to tread the 
courts of His house in a worship that is of His 
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ordering. And as we do so, we recognize that the 
risen Head of the Church is blessing other branches 
of the one vine as they worship the Triune God in 
forms not identical with ours. 


*Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga. 

1Piper, Prof. Otto A., in Crisis Christology, Fall 
1945, pp. 14-16. 

2Barth, K., The Knowledge of God and the Ser- 
vice of God, p. 193. 

3Word Conference on Faith and Order, No. 92, 
p. 69; ef. p. 46. 

4Words of John Owen, London, 1826, XII:325. 

S‘Thornwell’s Collected Writings II: 419, 281. 

6Davidson, Principal Richard, The Nature of the 
Church, p. 56, Cf. Calvin, Institutes, [V:1,2. 
. acai Hooft, in The World Council Courier, 


 8Barth, as cited, p. 172. 
*9Barth, ibid., pp. 208, 206. 
10Luther, The Sum of the Christian Life. 





The Sunday School In The 
Life Of The Church 


By D. O. McInnis‘ 


Basic Factors 


In considering the Sunday School as it concerns 
the whole: life of the church, one should keep in 
mind two basic factors. In the first place, large 
expenditures of money are made each year to 
carry on this work. Educational buildings and 
equipment represent a large part of the total in- 
vestment of the church. To the cost of investment 
must be added the annual cost of operation and 
upkeep of equipment and the cost of teaching 
materials. To get a picture of the total cost, one 
must add that of Presbyteries, Synods, and the 
General Assembly which concern the Sunday School 
either in part or wholly. One will readily see the 
expense involved in carrying on the work of the 
Sunday Schools is a major consideration. Cer- 
tainly, any phase of the Church’s work which re- 
ceives such a large share of her financial strength 
is vital. 


Then the matter of enrollment ought to be con- 
sidered. In doing so, one must keep in mind the 
fact that the Sunday School rolls, unlike those of 
the church, are revised each year. As of March 
31, 1945, the total enrollment of the Sunday 
Schools of our Church was 400,245, or about 180,- 
000 less than that of the Church. Of this number 
enrolled, a great many are not church members. 
Probably, not more than fifty percent of the whole 
Church membership is actively enrolled in the Sun- 
day Schools. And in many individual cases this 
percentage goes as low as twenty five or below. 
Many who are in the Sunday Schools are of age 
but have made no profession of faith. Still others 
have drifted away from the church and need to be 
reclaimed. Large sums of money are being spent 
in this work, and many people are taking part in it. 
And of those taking part quite a few are not af- 
filiated with the church. Therefore, this is a great 
source of actual and potential strength and a rich 
field for evangelism. 


Some Reasons For The Existance 


Of The Sunday Schools 


What are some of the reasons for carrying on 
this work? Sunday Schools as we know them 
have not always existed; nor is there reason to 
assume they will always exist unless they are pro- 
ductive in their field of responsibility. Their pri- 
mary duty is to teach systematically Christianity. 
The first function in this enterprise of teaching 
Christianity is to teach the Bible. One may right- 
fully expect to receive in the Sunday School in- 
struction in the content of the Bible. It is not 
proper to use this time for other purposes. Here 
one may expect to learn about the God who made 
Natural History rather than the History. 


It is profitable, but not adequate, to teach me- 
chanically the content of Scripture. Proper in- 
struction requires correct and adequate interpre- 
tation. When one is taught to say “For God so 
loved the world, chat He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him shall not 
perish, but have everlasting life,” he should also 
be taught that the love of God rather than our 
merit is the motive for Salvation. This giving of 
His Son involved the incarnation of the Son of 
God, His sinless life, and vicarious atonement. 


To the knowledge of conteht and interpretation 
of Scripture must be added an adequate application 
to the situations of life. God’s relation to us is 
personal; and Salvation is personal; but the ap- 
plication of God’s law is universal. The religion 
which we profess must become the guiding prin- 
ciple in all our relations with all others. The 
world’s most urgent question is not what to do with 
the great new forces which have been released. It 
is, rather, “Howcan we get alongwith one another?” 
The answer to this question is found in the proper 
application of Christian doctrine to human affairs. 





Page 10 





We should learn how to apply the teachings of 
Scripture to all of life’s situations. 


In the second place, the Sunday School offers 
the church her broadest opportunity for outreach. 
There are other departments such as the Woman’s 
Auxiliary, Men’s Clubs, Young People’s Leagues, 
etc., but none of these so much as reaches a cross 
section of the whole church. Unlike them, the Sun- 
day School reaches all from the cradle to the grave. 
It is also the best way in which to reach borderline 
people and to claim them for an active and useful 
Christian life. Through the Sunday Schools, many 
of these find ways of service which are not other- 
wise open to them, and are thus brought into the 
full fellowship of the church. 


This is also the best and most efficient means of 
evangelism. According to the statistics of the 
General Assembly for 1945, 11,514, out of the 
total of 20,714 received into our Church by pro- 
fession of faith, came through the Sunday Schools. 
It is safe to assume that many received by “letter” 
were reenlisted in a similar way. 


In the third place, the Sunday School offers the 
best method of integrating people into the church 
membership. That which serves to bring them 
in continues to serve to integrate them into the 
whole pattern of Christian fellowship. Here, a 
great opportunity is offered for teaching the whole 
program and doctrine of the Church. As they learn 
and take interest in the Sunday School, they will 
also find increasing interest in the Church. 


The fourth reason we will consider for the ex- 
istence of the Sunday Schools is to teach people 
about our Church. It is not a matter of teaching 
“denominationalism,” but rather, a matter of hav- 
ing an informed membership. Whatever reasons 
justify the existence of the Presbyterian Church 
are worth teaching to her constituency. No church 
has a richer and more heroic history than the 
Presbyterian; nor has any done more for the pro- 
motion of individual rights and individual liberties. 
Her system of government and doctrine is un- 
equaled. While we are humbled by past failures, 
we rejoice in the triumphs, and believe that God 
has yet for her a place of even greater service. 
Every one attending our Sunday Schools has a 
right to learn about the Church of which he is 
either a member or a prospective member. He not 
only has that right, but those responsible for 
teaching are morally obligated to give it to him. 


Some Difficulties 


Difficulties faced by the schools are many. Not 
the least of these is the lack of interest on the 
part of many capable church peoples. The figures 
of enrollment indicate that many of our people 
are not sufficiently interested in the Sunday School 
to attend. Among the unenrolled, undoubtedly, are 
many who could be of great help in the work. 
There is hardly a church that does not have diffi- 
culty trying to keep the Sunday School adequately 
staffed with teachers and officers. This difficulty 
would be greatly reduced if more who are capable 
were interested and would use their ability in this 
way. Something is being done to help this situation 
through the Adult Leadership Training Courses. 
The greatest hope, however, is with the young 
people. Give them adequate opportunity for train- 
ing in leadership, and the leadership of tomorrow 
will be stronger than today. Every person ought 
to = earnestly his own responsibility in this 
matter. 
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Another difficulty is the lack of adequate physical 
equipment. Ample testimony to this fact is the 
large number of Sunday School buildings either 
being erected or planned. They are being built 
because the churches realize the absolute necessity 
for more modern educational facilities. If we 
would keep up with educational progress, we will 
do well to give even more attention to these needs, 


Still another difficulty to mention in passing is 
the lack of adequately prepared material. While 
this, like the building need, does not apply every 
where, it does occur too often. This may be ac- 
counted for in part by the facts that those respon- 
sible for selecting the materials sometimes do not 
know how to select them, or where to find them. 
This problem, nevertheless, deserves our attention. 
Small Sunday Schools deserve more consideration 
in the preparation of teaching materials. Another 
fact to consider is that many teachers rely solely 
on the literature offered for their teaching. In 
many instances, the materials used do not measure 
up to a fair standard of teaching the Scriptures, 
interpretation, or of application of these teachings 
to life’s situations. 


Some Challenges 


Finally, let us consider some of the challenges 
offered the Sunday Schools. There is the challenge 
by the General Assembly to win 50,000 souls for 
Christ this year. Certainly, the Church is looking 
to the Sunday Schools to do most of the work 
necessary to realize this goal. By a very modest 
effort many schools can greatly increase their en- 
rollment and attendance. In turn, that will increase 
the accessions to the church by profession of faith. 
We are responsible for many of the thousands who 
will die this year without any knowledge of the 
Saviorhood of Jesus Christ. This is a challange 
that every Christian must surely face. 


We are also challenged to start 500 new out- 
posts. This project has been long delayed. It is 
our privilege and duty to take the Gospel to people 
where they are. This is not a competitive enter- 
prise in which we compete with our sister Churches 
for territory and people. It is rather an assuming 
of our God-given responsibility to go into all the 
world and preach the Gospel—beginning at home. 
This challenge of outpost work offers us the oppor- 
tunity of developing new churches in new areas. 
This program will ultimately result in reaching 
many people for Christ and in increasing the 
strength of our Church. As our hands are strength- 
ened by other hands we will be able together to do 
more and more in the work of the Kingdom. The 
prospect of having others join with us in this great 
work of the Kingdom of God, under the guidance 
of the Spirit, offers an inspiring challange. This 
program also offers us the opportunity of restor- 
ing the vitality of many of our established churches. 
While our first responsibility is to reach others 
for Christ, it is not out of order for us to think 
of the refreshment we who do the work will get 
from it. 


Let us examine our Sunday School program in 
the light of the whole church. Through it more 
is contributed to the life of the whole church than 
through any other single function of the church. 
God is not pleased with those who stand idle in the 
market place; He wants laborers. 


*Canton, N. C. 
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Some Questions About Union 
By Hugh T. Shockley* 


These questions formed the basis of remarks 
made by Mr. Shockley before The Southern Pres- 
byterian Journal Supporters and Continuing Church 
Committee at Montreat, N. C., on Thursday morn- 
ing, August 8, 1946. 


1. Are Unity and Union the same thing? 

2. Will Union achieve Unity or Division? 

38. Is Union Scriptural, with or without Unity? 

4, Are there fundamental differences in the pro- 
posed bodies for Union which make for a loss of 
Unity? 

5. Can a better job for the advancement of the 
Kingdom be done by the united bodies than by the 
bodies working separately? 

6. Is the present division purely political or are 
there other underlying causes which have been 
overlooked in our thinking? 


7. Are the bodies proposed for re-union in all 
essentials the same bodies that they were at the 
time of separation? If not, can the proposition be 
properly termed “re-union” instead of merely 
organic union? 

8. Can a body carry on with any assurance its 
present ideals and beliefs if a merger makes of 
that body an easily out voted group in the courts of 
the merged body? 

9. While it is possible to achieve Union by com- 
promises on both sides, are there not some questions 
on which a Christian cannot compromise? 

10. Are there not questions of a sectional nature 
which can: best be handled by those of the respective 
sections because of a more intimate knowledge of 
the practical workings of these problems by those 
close to them? 

11. Do the histories of the proposed merging 
bodies warrant full confidence in the expectation 
that promises made to induce organic union will be 
completely carried out in the future? Or can the 
present action bind a future majority, which will 
have its own constitutional prerogatives and au- 
thority? 

12. What are the prospective gains to be ob- 
tained? What the losses to be suffered? (This ques- 
tion was not brought up in my remarks, in which 
only the first eleven questions were mentioned.) 


*Elder in the First Presbyterian Church of 
Spartanburg, S. C. 


How Broad The Basis? 


By H. E. Acklen 


Henry Sloan Coffin has an article in the August 
issue of The Presbyterian Tribune. It is an inter- 
esting article and interesting enough in itself is 
the significance of the title which is, “Proposed 
Basis Of Union.’”’ Southern Presbyterians, living as 
they do in an atmosphere blue with charges and 
countercharges, may naturally indulge themselves 
the pride of thinking they are once more made the 
foci of the lime-light of nation-wide discussion. 
Interest mounts as Mr. Coffin passes over the 
“Southern” problem, and addresses himself to the 
task of reporting the progress of the U.S.A. 
Presbyterian-Episcopalian proposed merger. This is 
not a new theme for The Tribune. Its energies 


have been noticeably dedicated to the successful 
prosecution of the Episcopal negotiations. 


In this latest article, Mr. Coffin relates under 
two heads, that of Doctrine and Worship, how the 
fusion will result from a give-and-take manner. 
The Presbyterians will gain bishops and confirma- 
tion among other things, while the Episcopalians 
will, among other things, gain the Presbyterians! 


One can but wonder at the size and shape of the 
final union which will give utter satisfaction to 
those whose zeal consists of uniting house to house. 
The length and breadth and height is amazing. On 
the one hand it would seem that the Presbyterian 
USA and the Unitarian Churches overlap in certain 
sections. This group should feel no scruples against 
uniting with anybody of any, or no, creed, so long 
as they are ethically well-meaning, and morally 
hopeful of the final perfection of man through the 
strength of the united efforts of well-meaning men. 
Coupled with this is the enigma of the Anglo- 
(Roman) Catholic party within the Episcopal 
Church which bows at the altar from which they 
feign would receive the Real Presence in a Sacra- 
ment necessary to salvation administered by a man 
they call a “priest.’”” Here with idol-worship, adora- 
tion of the: Virgin and the Saints, is Romanism 
without the Pope. Current are stories of fraternal 
feeling existing between the Anglicans and the 
Greek Orthodox Catholics who in turn are more in 
agreement with Rome than in disagreement. 


Those who offer the Saviour Christ no worship 
are together with those who in a zeal to worship 
give His glory to men and idols, and to it all there 
are those who would fuse the name of the Presby- 
terian Church! Some it seems are ready to agree 
that the Protestant Reformation was an unim- 
portant event after all, and possibly, even a tragic 
mistake. 


‘Foolishness? Or Dynamite?’ 
By John B. Vail* 


The Apostle Paul in that memorable statement 
in I Cor. 1:18, said: 


“The preaching of the cross is to them that 
perish, foolishness, but, unto us which are saved, 
it is the power of God.” 


Just what does the Apostle mean by the expres- 
sion, “The Preaching of the Cross?” An examina- 
tion of his Epistles reveals clearly that by “The 
preaching of the Cross,’ Paul means the preach- 
ing of the doctrine of the substitutionary death of 
Jesus, for the atonement of man’s sins. 


Though there are numerous others, three or 
four texts will suffice to show that this was Paul’s 
understanding of “The preaching of the Cross.” 

I Cor. 15:3: “Christ died for our sins, according 
to the Scriptures.” 


Romans 3:25: “Whom God hath set forth to be 
a propitiation, through faith in His blood.” 


II Cor. 5:21: “He hath made Him to be sin for 
us, Who knew no sin, that we might be made the 
righteousness of God, in Him.” 


Gal. 3:13: “Christ hath redeemed us from the 


curse of the law, being made a curse for us.” 


It is disturbing enough, then, when ministers of 
high standing and wide influence, brand as fool- 
ishness, the doctrine of Christ’s death, as a sub- 
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stitutionary atonement for sinners. This ‘“Preach- 
ing of the Cross” is foolishness—but only to those 
who perish! 


It is more disturbing, to see in our Assembly, a 
segment pressing for organic union with a body in 
which those unsound doctrines are not only un- 
condemned, but those who hold them are wel- 
comed, upheld and honored. 


Certainly there is no restraint upon any of us 
who may hold such doctrines, to cast our lot with 
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those, by seeking admission, individually, to that 
Assembly. 


But, it is certainly not to be expected that the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., should consent to lose 
its distinctive message, by being submerged in a 
larger body which discounts that message. 


“For the preaching of the cross is to them that 
perish, foolishness; but unto us which are saved, 


it is the DYNAMITE of God.” 


*Sumner, Miss. 





In Defense Of Isaiah 


By Edward J. Young, Ph.D.* 


Who wrote the book of Isaiah? At first sight 
this might not seem to be a difficult question to 
answer. The first verse of the prophecy attributes 
it to Isaiah, the son of Amoz. Tradition, coming to 
its first known written expression in Ecclesiasticus 
(Second Century B.C.) says the same thing. The 
New Testament regards Isaiah as the author, and 
for nearly two thousand years this opinion has 
held sway among the Jews and in the Christian 
Church. 


Of course, there have been exceptions. A Jewish 
rabbi, of the Middle Ages, Ibn Chiquitilla of Cor- 
doba, Spain, denied that Isaiah was the author of 
Chapters 40-66, and Ibn Ezra (1092-1167) ap- 
parently expressed some doubts on the subject. In 
the Christian Church, as far as the writer knows, 
the Isaiannic authorship was not questioned until 
1780. 

Criticism Strikes At Isaiah 


The eighteenth century was the century of human 
conceit. Reason was being exalted, and traditional 
views were being subjected to the microscopic 
examination of reason. It was to be expected that 
the wondrous writings of the evangelical prophet 
would not be spared, and, sure enough, in 1780 the 
first blow fell. In that year, a German scholar, 
Koppe, denied the genuiness of Chapter 50. Then 
came Doerderlein in 1789, who questioned the 
authorship of Chapters 40-66. These chapters were 
thought by some to be of Babylonian origin. It soon 
became apparent, however, that, if Isaiah could not 
have written these chapters, he also could not have 
written certain chapters in the first portion of the 
book, since they also had to do with Babylon. 
Hence, Rosenmuller denied that Isaiah could have 
written Chapters 13 and 14. Others alleged that 
he could not have written Chapters 23-27. So it 
went. The disintegration of the unity of the pro- 
phecy was proceeding rapidly. One thing seemed to 
find consent. Critics were sure that Isaiah did not 
write Chapters 40-66. These passages were said to 
be the work of an unknown author, the “second” 
Isaiah, hailed by some as the “discoverer” of 
monotheism, a prophet who lived in Babylon. 
“Second” Isaiah was at the height of his glory. 


Then something happened. In 1892 Bernhard 
Duhm published his remarkable commentary, in 
which he advocated not two but three Isaiahs. 
“Second” Isaiah was considerably pared down, only 
Chapters 40-55 being attributed to him. Thus 
criticism proceeded, until the book of Isaiah came 


to be regarded merely as a library. Its authors were 
almost too numerous to mention. In 1928 C. C. 
Torrey threw the whole critical camp into con- 
fusion by dropping an atomic bomb upon the scene. 
He asserted that Chapters 34-66 were (with the ex- 
ception of Chapters 36-39) all the work of one 
author, and this author lived in Palestine. Thus the 
great “Isaiah of Babylon” was given a severe blow. 
This sketch of the history of criticism is indeed 
brief, but it may serve to give the reader some idea 
of the course of critica] opinion. 


The New Testament And Isaiah 


What shall we Christians believe about the book 
of Isaiah? Our hearts have delighted in the match- 
less prophecies of this great book; our spirits have 
rejoiced, when we have listened to the words of 
this unique prophecy accompanied by Handel’s 
music. Is there good reason for believing that 
Isaiah did not write these words? Are the “critics” 
right or not? 


We shall not seek at this point to present all the 
arguments in favor of Isaianic authorship. These 
arguments are many and they are cogent. But 
there is one consideration which, for every true 
believer, must be final. There is one consideration 
that no true Christian can ignore. That is the 
witness of the New Testament to the Isaianic 
authorship of this prophecy. 


What does the New Testament have to say? It 
asserts, very plainly, that this proplecy is the work 
of Isaiah. Very clear and compelling is its testi- 
mony, and to this the Christian man must give 
obedience. Five passages from the first thirty-nine 
chapters are mentioned in the New Testament, and 
seven from the last twenty-seven chapters as being 
the work of Isaiah. 


Very instructive is the manner in which the New 
Testament speaks of Isaiah. For example, Paul, in 
writing to the Romans (9:27-33), in the short 
compass of these verses, makes abundant use of 
Isaiah’s prophecy. First of all, says Paul, Isaiah 
“eries concerning Israel” (Verse 27). It is the 
gc himself who proclaimed this message, and 

is proclaiming is described as “crying.” Then 
follows a quotation from Isaiah 10. Paul next in- 
troduces a quotation of Isaiah 1:9 by saying: “And 
just as Isaiah had said before.” Here again, accord- 
ing to Paul, it is the man Isaiah who has spoken. 
In Verse 32 Paul uses the language of Isaiah 8:14 
(in part), and in Verse 33 he quotes Isaiah 28:16. 
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What a remarkable testimony to the unity of the 
first part of the prophecy! And what a remarkable 
corrective for the statements of most modern 
commentaries. 


Equally interesting is a passage in Romans 10 
(vv. 16-21). Paul introduces the section by assert- 
ing, “As it is written.” Immediately there follows 
a quotation of Isaiah 52:7a. In Verse 16 he says 
“Isaiah says,’”? and then quotes Isaiah 53:1. Here 
again, it is the prophet himself to whom Paul refers. 
Then, Paul asserts, “Isaiah becomes bold and says,” 
and this is followed by a quotation of Isaiah 65:1. 
A quotation of Isaiah 65:2 is then introduced by 
the words “he says.” In each of these instances the 
Apostle represents the passage as having been 
uttered by the man Isaiah. And how clearly Paul 
shows the connection which exists between Isaiah 
52 and 53. His reasoning is worthy of careful 
study, for it refutes the idea, so prevalent in certain 
circles, that Isaiah 53 has no connection with the 
preceding chapters. 


One of the most remarkable witnesses to the 
Isaianic authorship of both parts of the prophecy 
is to be found in John 12:37-41. In Verse 38 a 
quotation of Isaiah 53:1 is introduced by the state- 
ment: “In order that the word of Isaiah the prophet 
might be fulfilled which he spoke” (can words more 
clearly indicate that this prophecy was uttered 
by the man Isaiah?), and then, to elucidate this 
passage, John says, “Isaiah again said,” and this is 
followed by a quotation of Isaiah 6:9, 10. In other 
words, to support a proposition taken from the 
second portion of Isaiah John adduces another 
taken from the first, and both of these are attribut- 
ed to the prophet Isaiah. As though this were not 
enough, John sums up the whole matter by saying 
“these things, (i.e. the utterances from both 
portions of the prophecy), said Isaiah, when he saw 
His glory and spoke concerning Him.” Can any- 
thing be plainer than this? 
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Is The New Testament Mistaken? 


The witness of the New Testament, only a 
portion of which we have presented above, is so 
clear and cogent that it seems to trouble some. 
They apparently shrink from accepting its state- 
ments at face value. The New Testament, they tell 
us, merely accommodated itself to the beliefs of the 
time. Consequently, when it speaks on such a 
subject as the authorship of Isaiah, we are not to 
take it seriously, since it was merely accommodat- 
ing po to the beliefs of which were current in 
its day. 


In answer to this we may say that if in matters 
of history the New Testament is in error, how do 
we know that it is not in error when it tells us 
about that stupendous act which was performed by 
the Lord of Glory, when He died upon the Cross? 
If it is not to be trusted in one point, how do we 
know that it may be trusted in others? No, this 
theory of accommodation is not satisfactory. The 
witness of the New Testament is trustworthy, and 
it emphatically declares that Isaiah was the author 
of the prophecy that bears his name. 


In the light of this clear testimony, is it not 
time that we cease to talk about “Isaiah of 
Babylon” or the “second” Isaiah, or the “Great 
Unknown” of the exile? And should we not refrain 
from treating this prophecy as though it comprised 
only thirty-nine chapters? The mighty God and 
Prince of: Peace, the Immanuel who lay in the 
virgin’s arms was none other than He upon whom 
was placed the chastisement that procured our 
peace and with whose stripes we are healed. And 
concerning Him the one Isaiah wrote. 


*Professor of Old Testament in Westminster 
Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, Pa. 





Sabbath School Lessons 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For Oct. 6: Paul’s Background 
And Early Life 


Scripture: Acts 21:39; 22:3,27-28; 26:4-5; 
x; 3:5-6. Devotional Reading: Philippians 
8-13. 


Moses; Paul; the two greatest men of the Bible; 
Moses, the Law-giver; Paul, the Gospel Missionary. 
It would be hard to find two men who had a more 
tremendous and lasting influence on the world. 


The secret of both lives is the same: they were 
strong through the One Who strengthened them. 
Paul states it in Phil. 4:13 (Dev. Read.) “I can do 
all things through Him who strengthens me.” 
They both learned the same lessons, “I know how 
to be abased, and I know how to abound,” to be 
content in whatever state they found themselves, 


— be nobody, in order that they might be some- 
0 y.” 


Paul, the chief of sinners, became the chief of 
saints. He could say: “What you have ... seen in 
me, do.” Why? Not because there was anything 


good in Paul, but because Jesus Christ lived in 
him, filling his heart and life with the true, honor- 
able, just, pure, lovely, gracious, excellent and 
praiseworthy things of the Spirit. 


Who is this man, whose life and writings have 
profoundly moved the world? What is his back- 
ground? Let him answer for himself. 


Acts 21:39; 22:3,27-28: “I am a Jew.” These 
words begin both his reply to the tribune who had 
rescued him from the mob, and his defense before 
that mob as he stood on the steps leading to the 
barracks. 


From these verses we learn several very impor- 
tant and interesting things about Paul: 


(1) That he was a Jew, born in Tarsus in Ci- 
licia, “‘a citizen of no mean city.” Tarsus was “the 
capital of Cilicia, on the River Cydnus. When the 
Romans made Cilicia a province in B.C. 64 this 
city became the residence of the governor. It was 
made a free city and exempt from taxation by 
Mark Antony. It was celebrated for its schools 
being in the class of those of Alexandria and 
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Athens.”’ He was here under the “influence of Gre- 
cian culture.” Being city-born and city-bred Paul 
very naturally turned to the large cities when he 
began his great missionary journeys. 


(2) That he was also educated in Jerusalem at 
the feet of Gamaliel, according to the strict man- 
ner of the law of his fathers. Gamaliel was: “A 
doctor of the law, a Pharisee and member of the 
Sanhedrin. He was held in high regard by the Jews. 
The Talmud states he was the grandson of the 
great rabbi Hillel ... He opposed the persecution 
of the apostles. His position was that if their work 
were merely human it would not stand, but if by 
the direction of God, to oppose it would be sin.” 
(Acts 5:34-39). 


(3) He was a very zealous Jew. Paul never did 
things half-heartedly: when he persecuted, it was 
with fiery zeal; when he preached, it was the same. 
We find today that when a Jew is converted he 
often shames us by his devotion and earnestness. 
Oh, that thousands of them would turn to their 
Messiah and go forth as flaming torches to carry 
the Gospel! Why do we Gentiles not have more of 
this holy enthusiasm? 


(4) He was a Roman citizen, not having bought 
that freedom, but was born a citizen. “Roman citi- 
zenship was acquired chiefly by parentage or pur- 
chase ... At first under the Roman Republic all 
Roman soldiers were Roman citizens. But as their 
conquests extended ... ‘all necessary connection 
between citizenship and military service ceased to 
exist.’ Thus it was that Lysias (the tribune who 
rescued Paul), was a citizen, not because he was a 
military officer, but by purchase. Paul’s declara- 
tion at Jerusalem created both astonishment and 
consternation. It gave rise to the suspicion that he 
claimed citizenship to escape scourging. The pen- 
alty of a false claim to Roman citizenship was 
death. Such citizenship involved the highest po- 
litical rights and civil privileges ... In both in- 
stances, first at Philippi and later at Jerusalem, 
Paul’s interests were served. And in the interests 
of Christianity, he claimed all the honor and re- 
spect due to true manhood, and all the rights of 
human citizenship.” 


Acts 26:4,5: “My manner of life.” A Strict 
Pharisee. May we quote some more from the Dic- 
tionary and Notes in the New Analytical Bible. 
“There were three Jewish sects—Pharisees (separ- 
ated), Sadducees, Essenes. (Acts 26:5). This sect 
(Pharisees), arose prior to the period of the Mac- 
cabees when there was a tendency on the part of 
the Jews to adopt Grecian customs. In opposition 
to this they conformed in the strictest manner to 
the Mosaic institutions ... They were distinguished 
from the Sadducees in their doctrinal beliefs in 
holding to the doctrine of the resurrection and 
immortality of the soul, the doctrine of future re- 
wards and punishment, foreordination consistent 
with freedom of action. But conformity to the law 
was the essential characteristic of their religion 
which took on an external form. In addition to the 
law they adhered as strongly to traditions of the 
elders which was denounced by Christ ... The ori- 
ginal members of the sect were men of strong re- 
ligious character, and later, when the vicious ele- 
ments of their system were open to the scathing 
denunciation of John the Baptist and our Lord, 
and their hypocrisy and self-righteousness were 
exposed (Matt. 5:20; 16:6,11,12; 23:1-39), there 
were those among them of true sincerity and of 
highest character.” 
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We can get from these words a mental picture 
of Paul’s “manner of life.” 


Philinvians 3:5-6: “As to Righteousness under 
the Law blameless.” If anyone could have put 
“confidence in the flesh” or been justly proud of 
his “family tree,” it was Paul. Not many Jews 
were “better born,” a Hebrew of the Hebrews, 
The law had hold upon him from birth, and as a 
young man he lived a blameless life as far as 
righteousness of the law could go. He reminds us 
of the young man whom Jesus loved—who had ob- 
served all these things from his youth up. It is a 
great thing to have a fine moral record, to be clean 
argi pure, to have no great outstanding blots upon 
o*: character, such as David had. God has made 
great saints of great sinners, as we commonly use 
the word “sinner,” men whose lives have been 
blackened by the foulest sins. 


Paul was a different type, morally clean and up- 
right. His life had never been tainted by sins of 
this sort. 


Nevertheless Paul calls himself the “chief of 
sinners.”’ Why? He was a persecutor of the Church 
and of Christ. He was following his conscience, ‘“‘in 
all good conscience,” but his conscience was mis- 
guided. Unbelief, ignorance—the ignorance of an 
educated man, which is the most inexcusable 
ignorance in the world—self-righteousness, pride, 
cruelty, “madness.” Only God can be the Judge 
and say which sins are the more heinous, but these 
sins of the heart and mind are most terrible sins. 
Let us never forget this, all who are proud of 
their splendid moral record. There are some sins 
as bad or worse than murder and adultery. Luther 
says that, “the only sin that damns is unbelief.” 
Except for the mercy and grace of God it would 
have destroyed Saul and Tarsus, college graduate, 
exemplary young man and all. 


Such in brief is the background of this most 
remarkable man—a strong—may we say, head- 
strong, prejudiced zealot. A man of good birth, 
extraordinary mental ability and talents, but 
headed in the wrong direction and traveling the 
road with lightning speed. A man like Saul of 
Tarsus must have a spiritual earthquake to shake 
him out of his wrong course. The shaking comes in 
our next lesson. 


Lesson For Oct. 13: Paul Makes A 
New Start - Or Paul's Conversion 
To Christ 


Scripture: Acts 8:1-3; 9:1-19a; 22:4-16; 26:9- 
18; I Corinthians 15:8-10; Galatians 1:11-16. 
Devotional Reading: Psalms 51:1-10. 


David needed and prayed for a clean heart: 
“Create in me a clean heart, O God.” So did Saul 
of Tarsus. They were different types of sinners, 
but both needed forgiveness and cleansing. So do 
we. The 5ist. Psalm is a good place for us all to 
meet and express our repentance in the words of 
David: “Have mercy upon me, O God—wash me— 
cleanse me—I acknowledge my trangressions: and 
my sin is ever before me. Against thee, thee only, 
have I sinned. Purge me—wash me—hide thy face 
from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities.” 


Saul needed to be converted; to make a new 
start. We are studying one of the greatest and 
most important events in the Bible. 
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Acts 8:1-3: Saul, Stephen, and the Church. “And 
Saul was consenting to his death.” “The witnesses 
laid down their garments at the feet of a young 
man named Saul.” (7:58b). He did not take an 
active part in the stoning, but acquiesced and 
aided in it; therefore he was guilty. We feel that 
this scene must have made an impression on the 
mind of Saul; perhaps started him to thinking; 
but certainly did not stop his course, but rather 
seemed to make him even more bitter. Sometimes 
when our consciences begin to hurt us we rush 
even deeper into sin. This was the case with Saul.” 
But Saul laid waste the church, and entering house 
after house, he dragged off men and women and 
committed them to prison.” (vs. 3, RSV). 


As he entered house after house, came in contact 
with the simple, holy and happy Christians we 
wonder how he felt, and what were his thoughts. 
As he saw the simplicity and beauty of their lives 
and their brave and noble bearing under persecu- 
tion, we cannot help feeling that the Spirit of God 
used all these things to prepare Saul for the climax 
in the next chapter. 


Acts 9:1-19a: Saul and Jesus Christ. Saul now 
meets his Master. He was still “breathing threats 
and murder against the disciples of the Lord” and 
not content with destroying the church in Jerusalem 
he asked letters to the synagogues at Damascus so 
that he might go there and bring any who “be- 
longed to the Way” bound to Jerusalem. 


First the light flashed from heaven and the voice 
came saying, “Saul, Saul, why persecuteth thou 
Me”? Here we find Christ, as always, identifying 
Himself with his people. Let us remember this when 
we are tempted to despise or persecute even one 
of His “little ones.”” If we wound the weak con- 
science of a brother Christian we sin against Christ. 
We cannot hurt a Christian without wounding 
Christ. This broad and loving principle will help 
us in deciding our course about many “doubtful 
amusements and recreations.” 


“Enter the city, and you will be told what you 
are to do.” God leads step by step. He also uses 
men to carry His messages. He sent Peter to 
Cornelius: He sends Ananias to Saul. That is His 
plan, and what a wise plan it is! What an honor 
to be thus used as His messenger! 


“Hearing the voice but seeing no one.” When 
we compare this with the account in Acts 22:9 
there seems a contradiction, for in that passage 
we read: “saw the light but did not hear the voice 
of the one who was speaking.” The explanation is 
simple. Weymouth’s Translation, (and Mont- 
gomery), sets us straight. In Acts 9:7, “hearing a 
sound but seeing no one” and in Acts 22:9,” did 
not hear the words of Him who spoke with me.” 
“There the verb ‘to hear’ is followed by the 
genitive case, here (22:9) by the accusative; an 
important distinction, possibly signifying that they 
heard a noise, but could not distinguish the words.” 
(Note in Weymouth). 


Blinded he goes into the city and for three days 
fasted and prayed. What searchings of heart must 
have taken place in those three days! 


Then the word of God comes to Ananias to go to 
Saul, “for behold, he is praying,” and has also seen 
a vision of a man coming to him and laying hands 
on him that he might receive sight. Ananias, very 
naturally, objects to going, for he has heard of 





Saul and his madness, but when the Lord explains 
His purpose for Saul, he went and shows a fine 
spirit of obedience and love by calling him, “Bro- 
ther Saul.” It must have taken a good deal of 
faith and grace to utter those words. How many 
of us would be willing to call our persecutors and 
murderers “brother” on such short notice? Would 
we not say, “I will wait and see how he acts?” We 
are a little slow even to receive a great sinner 
until we see whether he is going to “hold out.” 
Maybe they would “hold out” better if we showed 
the spirit of a Christian brother quicker. 


Saul was filled with the Holy Spirit. No account 
of any “speaking with tongues.” Saul, the greatest 
and most Spirit-filled of all the Apostles, thought 
little of this gift which some of our modern Chris- 
tians make so much of. He rather coveted the gift 
of having his natural tongue set on fire so that he 
could speak and men would understand and be- 
lieve. From that day he used his tongue to tell, 
simply, the Good News. 


Acts 22:4-16: Saul’s Defense before the People. 
This account is almost the same as that in 9:1-19. 
We have tried to explain the only seeming differ- 
ence in the two. 


There is some additional matter, however, in 
Verses 14 and 15. Saul is to be qualified as a 
“witness.” He is to “know His will, see the Just 
One, and hear a voice from His mouth.” A witness 
can only testify to what he has seen and heard— 
so this vision and voice were a necessary part of 
Saul’s preparation. His main preaching was often 
telling the story of his conversion. Would we not 
make far better preachers if we could tell more of 
what we have seen and heard? Do we not miss a 
great deal by not, waiting longer to see and hear 
before we try to tell others? Many of us would 
catch a vision and hear a voice if we would be 
still and wait for the Lord. 


Ananias urges him to be baptized. “Why do you 
wait? Rise and be baptized.” “Then he rose and 
was baptized.” (Acts 9:18). 


Acts 26:9-18: Paul’s Defense Before Agrippa. 
Here, again, the account is the same, with some 
additional thoughts. “Saying to me in the Hebrew 
language.” Jesus speaks in that language to Saul. 


In Verse 17 we have the promise of God that he 
will deliver him from the people and from the Gen- 
tiles. (He had told him how great things he must 
suffer). Then follows the purpose of Paul’s preach- 
ing: “to open their eyes, that they may turn from 
darkness to light and from the power of Satan to 
to God,” and the blessed result, “that they may 
receive forgiveness of sins and a place among 
those who are consecrated by faith in me.” Do we 
keep this great purpose before us as we try to 
preach Sabbath after Sabbath? 


I Corinthians 15:8-10: “Last and Least.” The 
last of the Apostles and the least (in his own esti- 
mation), unfit to be called an Apostle, because he 
had persecuted the church. We see Paul’s humility 
in these verses. “God’s grace was not in vain— 
I worked harder than any of them, though it was 
not I, but the grace of God which is with me.” 
Paul never forgot that salvation is all of grace. 
We forget. 


Galatians 1:11-16: “Not Man’s Gospel.” Paul did 
not receive his Gospel from man, nor was he taught 
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by man—it came through a revelation of Jesus 
Christ. Would it not be better if we sought direct 
revelation from God through the Holy Spirit rather 
than depending upon man’s interpretation? No one 
has a higher regard for the right sort of teachers 
and commentaries than the writer. He has obtained 
too much invaluable help and inspiration from 








Young People’s Emphasis 
For October 


INTO THE HOMELAND 
Introduction For The Month 


We Americans tend to be a self-satisfied lot of 
folks. We look out upon the problems of the peo- 
ples of the other countries of the world and feel 
that we are superior to them and could handle 
their problems better than they are doing. We 
read of the caste system in India and the troubles 
that result from it and feel that we could do a 
better job than they are doing. But actually 
America is the melting pot of the world, with all 
the races of the world living right at our very 
back doors, and we are not doing any better than 
our neighbors across the seas in handling many of 
the problems. 


If ever we are going to reach the world for 
Christ we must reach all these people at our very 
doors and so unite them in a vital fellowship that 
the world can see that faith in Christ does change 
people. This we are not doing, and such disgrace- 
ful affairs as the recent lynchings in Georgia and 
Louisiana are but open sores that indicate the cor- 
ruption beneath the surface. 


This month we shall have a program on the per- 
son of Christ, for it is not ourselves nor our 
methods that we would give to the world, but 
Christ Himself. Then we shall look at some of our 
opportunities in the South. 


Oct. 6: A Young Person’s Christ 
Introduction 


Jesus Christ still receives the loyalty, love and 
service of millions of people all over the earth 
today because He meets the deep needs of every 
life with which He comes in contact—the young 
and the old, the rich and the poor, the learned 
and the ignorant, the white and the colored. Read 
through this list and see the many-sidedness of 
Jesus Christ: 


‘Are you an artist? He is altogether lovely. 

Are you an architect? He is the chief cornerstone. 

Are you an astronomer? He is the bright and morn- 
ing star. 

Are you a banker? In Him are all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge. 

Are you a baker? He is the Bread of Life. 

Are you a biologist? He is the life. 

Are you a doctor? He is the Great Physician. 

Are you a geologist? He is the Rock of Ages. 

Are you a lawyer? He is the mighty Counselor, 

Lawgiver, Advocate. 
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these sources. But each one of us should seek for 
himself a new and personal understanding of the 
Scriptures as we depend upon the Holy Spirit Who 
will lead us into deeper truth. Should we not ask 


the One who wrote what He means? And expect 
and wait for His answer? 


Are you a newspaper man? He is the Good News. 

Are you a philosopher? He is the wisdom of God. 

Are you a railroad man? He is the Way. 

er you a statesman? He is the Desire of all Na- 
ions. 

Are you a student? He is the Truth. 

Are you a Christian? He is the Saviour and Re- 
deemer. 

Are you a sinner? He is the Lamb of God who is 
bearing away the sins of the world. 


You can read through this partial list and see that 
no matter what your need or interest Christ fulfills 
it. When we speak of a “young person’s Christ” 
we simply mean that Christ appeals tremendously 


to young people even as He does to all people 
everywhere. 


We might approach this topic in several ways— 
looking at Christ to see why He appeals to young 
people, or looking at the young men who followed 
Him when He lived on earth. Christ is not here on 
earth now, but He lives at the right hand of God 
in heaven. If He is to be our Saviour Christ and 
we are to live for Him we must receive Him, know 
Him, love Him and follow Him. But I have been 
told that young people can’t really know Christ 
and love Him, that such knowledge and love come 
late in life. I know too many young people who 
have found Him as personal Saviour from sin and 
personal Companion for life to believe that, so I 
want us to look at a young man in the Bible who 
found Christ as Saviour and Lord. As we look at 
this young man and see how He found Christ and 
lived with Him we shall see how we too can know 
Him and walk with Him. Christ is for everybody, 
but He belongs only to those who receive Him 
and walk with Him. He becomes a young person’s 
Christ to you and me only when we as young peco- 
ple receive Him as our very own. 


Scripture Lesson 


Timothy was a young man of Asia Minor whom 
Paul led to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ 
and who afterward became a preacher in the 
church at Ephesus. Paul wrote him two letters to 
encourage him in his work, and in these letters we 
can gather from several statements how Timothy 
came to know and love Christ as a young man. 


1. Scriptural Knowledge: II Timothy 3:14-15. 
Timothy had known the Scriptures from youth up, 
and these Scriptures were able to make him wise 
unto salvation. But they did not until he received 
Christ as personal Saviour when Paul came through 
his home town on his first missionary journey. With 
all of us, too, it is the same. We are taught the 
Scriptures from the time we enter the beginner 
department, and these Scriptures are able to intro- 
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duce us to Christ and make us wise unto salvation. 
But they do not until we personally, by a definite 
act of our wills, receive Jesus Christ as our per- 
sonal Saviour from sin in just the way the Bible 
says to. Have you received Christ as your personal 
Saviour from sin? Won’t you do it right now? 


2. Spiritual Birth: I Timothy 1:1-2. Paul ad- 
dresses Timothy as his “true son in the faith.” 
This means that Timothy not only claimed to be a 
Christian, but that his faith was sincere and that 
he had truly been born again. When you and I be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ we are born again, 
born from above. When we present ourselves to 
the session for church membership what we are 
really saying is that we have received Christ as 
Saviour and have truly been born again; therefore 
we _ to take our place publically with Christ’s 
people. 


3. Life Dedication: I Timothy 4:14. Paul re- 
minded Timothy that he should not neglect the 
gift that was in him, which had been recognized 
by the presbytery, the official body of the church. 
The Spirit had given Timothy an ability and Tim- 
othy had publically dedicated that ability to God 
before the church. Every one who receives Christ 
also receives the ability to serve and day by day 
we must dedicate our ability to the service of 
Christ in His Church and through His Church. 


4, Practical Service: II Timothy 2:15. Paul ex- 
horted Timothy to give all diligence to become an 
approved workman for God. We are saved to serve, 
— real service demands all that we are and 
ave. 


Christ lives today and we can know Him and 
walk with Him. He is the Christ for the young 
person day by day. But to really know Him per- 
sonally we must see Him as He is presented to us 
in the Scriptures, be born again when we receive 
Him by a personal act of faith, dedicate ourselves 
to Him, and seek diligently to serve Him. When- 
ever any young person does these things every- 
body’s Christ becomes that young person’s Christ. 


Suggestions 


In the old days we used to have testimony meet- 
ings. Nowadays we are ready to talk about every- 
thing under heaven but Christ and what He means 
to us. This program could well be arranged around 
a few hymns of an evangelistic nature, then four 
different young people could take a passage each 
of the Scripture Lesson and present the truth indi- 
cated. Then the meeting could be thrown open for 
a “popcorn” meeting, for those young people who 
would stand and tell what Christ means to them. 
Our young people sometimes shy away from that 
sort of thing, but before we excuse ourselves we 
need to answer some questions, and if no one will 
testify you might use these questions for a spir- 
itual examination. Here they are: 


1. If I don’t tell people what Christ means to 
me who will tell them? 


2. If those who do not know Christ will come to 
know Him only as those who do know Him tell 
them about Him how will they find out if we who 
profess to know Him keep quiet? 


3. If I can not stand on my feet and speak for 
Christ why can’t I? 


4. If we in our group can’t speak up for Christ 
do we know Him enough for the visitors to our 
group to find Him in our fellowship? 


: possible to buy an annuity ... 
> for another, or jointly—guaranteeing an at- 
© tractive, fixed income for life ... AND at the 
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THAT GUARANTEES YOU A REGULAR 


; FIXED INCOME FOR LIFE ... THEN 
; HELPS PERPETUATE THE WORK OF 


FOREIGN MISSIONS 


$ Through the Annuity Gift plan of our Exe- 
¢ cutive Committee of Foreign Missions, it is 


for yourself, 


same time make a gift of the principal to 
Foreign Missions. 


Your annuity check will come to you semi- 
annually as long as you live. If you so desire, 
you may arrange to have it continue coming 
to another should they survive you. e an- 
nuity rate is liberal compared with interest 
rates today, and your money is safely invest- 
ed in your behalf. 


Equally important, your money will help 
carry on the work of Foreign Missions, send- 
ing missionaries to distant lands and paying 
the necessary expenses of their work. 


We will be glad to send you copies of our 
free booklets telling about this plan of An- 
nuity Gifts in detail. Write today to: 


CURRY B. HEARN 


Treasurer 


Executive Committee of Foreign Missions 


Presbyterian Church in the U. S. 
P. O. Box 330 Nashville (1) Tenn. 
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The meeting should close with an opportunity 
for those who don’t know Christ as Saviour to re- 
ceive Him. There are many methods of getting de- 
cisions, and each group must work out its own 
method, being careful to avoid the abuses that 
have been made in the use of many methods. God 
said: “If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the 
Lord Jesus and shalt believe in thine heart that 
God has raised him from the dead, thou shalt be 
saved: for with the heart man believes unto right- 
eousness, and with the mouth confession is made 
unto salvation.” (Romans 10:9-10). Every method 
must be careful to see that the truth of the Word 
of God is presented to the heart, that means not 
only preached out but also prayed over, and the 
soul that believes be given an opportunity to make 
public confession. 


Oct. 13: Race Opportunities In America 


Introduction 


Many of us have felt deeply for the peoples of 
far-away China, but we have never given a thought 
to going around the corner and witnessing to the 
Chinese laundry man. We have been amazed at 
the caste system of India, but we have never put 
ourselves out one bit to show God’s love to the 
Negroes all about us. We were all upset about the 
five million Jews that Hitler has killed in the last 
few years, t what have we done to stop the in- 
creasing Anti-Semitic feeling in our own land? 
Right in our midst we can find every race on the 
face of the earth, and all about us are the peoples 


to whom we send missionaries, themselves needing ¢, 


a witness. 


As we face the challenge of all these races there 
are many things that need to be done from the 
standpoint of evangelism, education, legislation, 
etc. As we think of them in the light of Christian 


truth we must examine again the basic teaching of | 


the Word of God about races for there is nothing 
deeper in the prejudices of the American people 
than pride of race and in the face of this serious 
problem a lot of people have been uttering un- 
realistic half-truths in the name of Christianity. 
Let’s go back and list seven fundamental teachings 
of the Word of God about race and then see that 
our views and actions take into consideration all 
seven of these truths. 


Scripture Lesson 


1. One Origin: Genesis 1:26-27. God created the 
‘first man and from that man all men have come. 

2. One Blood: Acts 17:24-27. God made all men 
of one blood; therefore there is no difference in 
the essential quality of life among all the races. 
Race is not a matter of essential value and possi- 
bility, it is merely a matter of skin color, environ- 
ment, and heritage. 

3. One Need: Romans 1:18-23. All the men of 
all the races of the earth have sinned and come 
short of the glory of God. It is this sin problem 
that causes al] the hatred and prejudices among 
the races. All men need to be saved from the guilt 
and power of sin. 

4. One Salvation: Acts 4:12; Rom. 10:13. There 
is only one Saviour for the world’s need of a sal- 
vation from sin, and whosoever, from any race, 
shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 

5. One Responsibility: Luke 10:30-37; Romans 
13:8. All men under God owe to each other to love 
one another in personal service as did the Good 
Samaritan, but the world does not so love by na- 
ture. It is up to the Christian, into whose heart the 
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Our Priceless Heritage 


A Study In Christian Doctrine In 
Contrast With Romanism 


PREPARED ESPECIALLY FOR CHRISTIAN 
SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES 


By Henry M. Woods, D.D., LL.D. 


PRESS COMMENTS 


“This very useful book is necessary and 
welcome.” English Churchman, London. 

“We wish every young man and woman on 
this continent could study it.’”? Evangelical 
Christian, Canada. 

“A very valuable book; a much needed 
book.” Sunday School Times, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. 

This is a cloth-bound book of 213 pages 
at $2.00 per copy. We have a number of 
these books and while they last will send one 
copy with one new subscription to The Sou- 
thern Presbyterian Journal for $2.50 post- 
paid. We are doing this because of our great 
desire to see this book have a larger circula- $ 
tion among college people. Send orders to: 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal Co. 
Weaverville . North Carolina 
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love of God in Christ has been shed, to set the 
world an example in such love. 


6. One Fellowship: Gal. 3:26-29. Here is where 
most of our so-called Christian approaches to race 
break down. Most people talk of the unity of the 
races of the earth as they are now by natural 
birth. As the races are now by natural birth they 
are filled with suspicion, hatred, and misunder- 
standing, and will continue to be so. But when 
men and women are born again and the Holy 
Spirit comes to live in their hearts those people 
are united in a vital fellowship with all believers 
everywhere, regardless of color or culture. The 
fellowship of races must be found in Christ, and 
it can not be found apart from Him. 


7. One Goal: Revelation 7:9-12. In that world 
that is to be there shall be some from all the na- 
tions of the earth. God is working toward such a 
fellowship. The Church is in the world to call out 
men from all nations into that fellowship. God 
made of one blood all nations, and all nations can 
reach their goal alone through the blood of One, 
Jesus Christ the Son of God. 


Suggestions 


Build your program along the usual lines, with 
different ones presenting the Scriptural material. 
Some one ought to read each passage, but it is ex- 
cellent to encourage each member in the group to 
have a Bible and follow personally the reading of 
the passage. You might discuss, or have your pas- 
tor present, the needs of some group in your own 
community of another race and see if there is any- 
thing your group can do to witness to them of 
Christ. There are many things you might do— 
mission services, tract distribution, street meeting 


in the section, party for some of them. While you . 


give your money to send the gospel to races across 
the seas what are you doing to take the Gospel to 
the races across your streets? 
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ANNOUNCING THE FALL SERIES 
PRESBYTERIAN HOUR BROADCASTS 


YOU WILL HEAR THESE OUTSTANDING SPEAKERS 


DAVID L. STITT, BEN. R. LACY, JR., WILLIAM CROWE, JR., ANSLEY C. MOORE, WALKER 
B. HEALY, J. M. WALKER, FRANC L. McCLUER, BEN. L. ROSE, JAMES SPRUNT, JOHN S. 
LAND, E. B. McGUKIN, J. MCDOWELL RICHARDS, C. DARBY FULTON. 


ON THESE STATIONS 


ALABAMA: Birmingham WBRC, Montgomery WSFA. ARKANSAS: Hot Springs KTHS, Siloam 
Springs KUOA. FLORIDA: Miami WIOD, Jacksonville WJAX, Orlando WDBO. GEORGIA: Macon 
WMAZ, Atlanta WSB, Savannah WTOC. KENTUCKY: Louisville WHAS. LOUISIANA: Shreveport 
KWKH, New Orleans WDSU, Baton Rouge WJBO. MARYLAND: Baltimore WBAL. MISSISSIPPI: 
Columbus WCBI, Jackson WSLI. MISSOURI: Kansas City WDAF. NORTH CAROLINA: Asheville 
WWNC, Charlotte WSOC, Raleigh WPTF, Winston-Salem WSJS. OKLAHOMA: Oklahoma City 
KOMA, Bartlesville KWON. SOUTH CAROLINA: Charleston WCSC, Spartanburg WSPA. TEN- 
NESSEE: Knoxville WNOX, Memphis WREC, Nashville WSM. TEXAS: Amarillo KGNC, Corpus 
Christi KWBU, Dallas WFAA, Houston KPRC, San Antonio WOAI, Midland KCRS. VIRGINIA: 
Norfolk WTAR, Richmond WRVA, Roanoke WDBJ, Pulaski WPUV. 


SUNDAY MORNINGS AT 8:30 O’CLOCK E.S. T. 
Beginning October 6 and continuing through December 29, 1946, these speakers will be heard each 
Sunday morning. 
The 1946 General Assembly Recognized The Value Of These Broadcasts 
And Set Up A Permanent Radio Committee With A Place In The Budget 


YOUR HELP NEEDED AGAIN 


Because of the greatly enlarged program, the budget percentage will pay only half of the 1946-47 
bill. An average of 25 cents per man will make up the difference. The Radio Committee of the Pres- 
byterian Church needs your contribution to The Presbyterian Hour before December 1. Please send 
pledges and payments to: 


John M. Alexander, Director — Box 972, Fayetteville, N. C. 











Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


‘The Lord Hath Done Great 
Things For Us...’ 
By Annie Tate Jenkins* 


No doubt there will be a full report of the Home 
and Foreign Missions Conferences given in this 
paper; this does not purport to be such. We wish 
to bring only some significant things that impressed 
us greatly as we were privileged to attend the 
closing days of the Home Mission Conference and 
all of the Foreign Missions Conference. 


The People Themselves—Yes, the people were 
significant; missionaries who are serving in the 
hard places of our own Assembly’s Home Mission 
fields—Indian and Negro ministers, as well as the 
white ministers and lay workers; missionaries home 
on furlough from Africa, Brazil, and China, and 
others home because of war conditions from China, 
Japan, Korea. Then the new Appointees and many 
more young people who have decided to go into 
mission service. Twenty-three Appointees going out 
to Africa, Brazil, China, Korea, and Mexico. There 
is a glow in the faces of these people that speaks 
eloquently of His indwelling Spirit. Yes, the people 
greatly impressed us! 


The Prayer Periods—Prayer permeated the con- 
ference—in regular auditorium sessions, at class 
sessions, and during the Foreign Missions Con- 
ference there was the daily prayer hour directed 
by Dr. P. Frank Price, “The Upper Room Season 
of Prayer” which included prayers of thanksgiving, 
confession and intercession. Missionaries made up 
a large number of those attending each morning, 
and to hear those prayers and to enter into the 
spirit of them brought a blessing such as nothing 
else brought. Use was was made of the excellent 
book by Frank C. Laubach, “Prayer, The Mightiest 
Force in the World.” 


The Program—Each of these conferences had a 
splendid program, including special classes, one of 
which was for women. The Home Mission class was 
taught by Mrs. W. Frank Smith, member of the 
Executive Committee of Home Missions; and the 
one on India was taught by Mrs. H. D. Haberyan, 
member of the Executive Committee of Foreign 
Missions. Each was well attended, and credits in 
the Woman’s Auxilary Training School curriculum 
were awarded members of each class. The addresses 
morning and evening were by missionaries or out- 
standing men interested in missions. There was a 
vesper period each evening, at which time mission- 
aries spoke. The morning Bible hour in each con- 
ference attracted many people on the grounds as 
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well as delegates to the conferences. Having missed 
the Home Mission Conference through noon of 
August 5, we can tell only of a few things heard 
during that conference. We were impressed with 
the work being done by the Rev. Oscar Gardner 
(Indian), by the Rev. L. W. Bottoms (Negro), and 
by the Rev. Leslie H. Patterson, Director of the 
Home Mission Emergency Fund Campaign. 


Outstanding among the speakers during the 
Foreign Missions Conference, were Dr. Frank F. 
Baker, Brazil; the Rev. James A. McAlpine, Japan; 
Dr. C. Darby Fulton, telling of his recent visit to 
Brazil; the Rev. Benjamin Alvarez, pastor, First 
Presbyterian Church, Toluca, Mexico; the Rev. 
Samuel Falcao, Professor in Evangelical Seminary 
of the North, Recife, Brazil; Dr. Walter Judd, 
former medical missionary to China, now member 
of Congress from Minnesota; Dr. Kenneth La- 
tourette, Professor of Missions, Yale University; 
and Dr. Frank W. Price, Professor, Nanking Theo- 
logical Seminary, missionary to China, and per- 
sonal friend of the Generalissimo; Dr. A. Hoyt 
Miller, Africa, in charge of the Morrison Bible 
School at Mutoto; Dr. J. M. Sydenstricker, Brazil. 
Many others spoke—each impressive and eager and 
in great earnestness. Here were great Christian 
ministers—statesmen in the Kingdom of God— 
ready to pour out afresh their all for the extension 
of the Kingdom. 


Perhaps the impressive Annual Consecration and 
Commissioning service meant the most to the people 
attending these conferences, a time when the new 
appointees shared with others at home in the pro- 
gram, showing why each was going out to some 
mission field. The group was commissioned for 
that service and consecrated to it through prayer. 
Spontaneously, it seemed, dozens of young men and 
women rose, when the opportunity was given, and 
joined the appointees, thus indicating their own 
desire to become missionaries of the Church. 


The Pleasures—Talking with any missionary is 
a privilege and a pleasure. Two special occasions 
were planned—the reception for all Home Mission 
workers, held on the Winsborough Porch, the after- 
noon of August 8, and the reception for all Foreign 
Mission workers in the Foreign Mission Building, 
Saturday P. M., August 10. There, one met people 
who had been only names before, and talked with 
them, and secured autographs, if desired, and made 
the acquaintance of baby missionaries (several in 
the Foreign Mission group) and laughed with these 
great people, thus coming to appreciate them more 
deeply and to claim them as personal friends. 
There were extra conversations, conferences, in- 
formal] chats, and exchanges of information—all of 
which added to the pleasure of the days. 


New Purposes—Yes, there were stirrings of soul 
as well as mind. New purposes were made: to be 
more consistent in our Christian living and witness 
(those Christians in Mexico and Brazil and our own 
American Indian Christians take their Christianity 
far more seriously, it seems, than we do in this 
country); to give more time to prayer for workers 
to be thrust forth into the fields that are ripe unto 
the harvest; for those already there, and for those 
appointed to go soon; to be more generous in our 
giving, purposing that the gifts made during those 
special times of self-denial may be more really 
self-denial than they have been; to find more time 
for reading of our work here and overseas, and to 
interest more people in reading the excellent mis- 
sion study books planned for the Church year; to 
cultivate the friendships begun during those days, 
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with our missionaries, and to undergird their work 
with our interest, letters and prayers. Yes, and it 
must be true, that there were fathers and mothers 
who gave—perhaps for the first time— their 
children to God to be used by Him wherever He 
calls them to serve; we are sure there were pledges 
made by many young people—“Speak Lord, for 
thy servant heareth?—‘“Here am I, send me.” 
These were high days of: planning and purposing 
and pledging of life and gifts and prayers to the 
great mission of the Church—“preaching the 
Gospel to every creature.” 


The Partings—That too is a feature of these 
days—amissionaries returning to work, saying Good- 
bye to friends and co-workers; new missionaries 
leaving families and friends to complete final duties 
before departure to chosen fields; final handshakes 
given to those splendid ministers from Mexico and 
Brazil, as each returns to his own homeland to 
carry forward more seriously the work of the 
Church. And to those responsible for such inspiring 
days, our gratitude as we returned to our work, 
“taller” for having listened to some of God’s great 
noblemen and women, and for having talked with 
them, and prayed for those days. 


“The Lord hath done great things for us; whereof 
we are glad.”—Psalm 126:3. 


*Director of Christian Relations, Committee on 
Woman’s Work. 


Th 
Cent 
winte 
rainy 
atte 
keep 
cloth 
be m 
with 
hous¢ 
down 
very 
be le 
get V 
time 
may 
and 


Sy 
brig! 
take 
the « 
dom 
field 
yellc 
pink 
of a 
and 
veri 





Sept. 16, 1946 





THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Young Readers’ Page 


KWEI NO 
By Mrs. Geo. A. Hudson 


The homes of the poorer class of Chinese in 
Central China are dark and cheerless. Especially in 
winter is this true for there are many cloudy and 
rainy days. The Chinese generally have never 
attempted to heat their homes in winter and they 
keep themselves warm by wearing extra clothing, 
clothing padded with cotton. Even their shoes must 
be made with thick soles, and the uppers padded 
with cotton in order to keep the feet warm. The 
houses are usually built in two stories but the 
downstairs rooms have brick floors and they are 
very cold. On fine days the door of the house may 
be left open and the family may sit in the sun and 
get warm and comfortable. But usually the happiest 
time of the day is when darkness falls and they 
may wrap themselves warmly in their comforters 
and then sleep till morning. 


Spring comes and brings a transformation. The 
bright sunshine warms the houses; the people may 
take off their cumbersome winter garments, and 
the children especially enjoy the lightness and free- 
dom of their thin spring clothes. The crops in the 
fields grow rapidly and in a short time the brilliant 
yellow of the mustard in close proximity to the 
pink blooms of the alfafa fields, the sudden blush 
of a peach tree, the drooping wisteria blossoms, 
and the white cloud of the pear trees make a 
veritable fairyland of the once dreary landscape. 


Kwei No, it is probable, lived in just such a 
home as is described above, and perhaps in the 
small courtyard which is often at the rear of the 
Chinese homes, there was a pear tree. Possibly in 
the springtime the people passing in their boats on 
the canal at the rear of the house could see the 
beautiful white blossoms over the gray wall. To the 
Chinese the blossoms would be beautiful but also 
the pear tree would be valuable because of its fruit 
to be eaten or sold when ripe in the fall. Kwei No, 
a little Chinese girl ten or twelve years of age, 
went out one day with pears for sale. It may be 
that her mother, looking at the ripe fruit said, 
“Kwei No, precious child, you must take a basket- 
ful of these pears and try to sell them at the houses 
along the street.”’” And Kwei No walked along the 
street until she came to the home of the foreign 
missionaries who had lately come to the town. 


Now it is to be presumed that Kwei No had heard 
the stories told of the foreigner, stories commonly 
circulated, that the foreigners killed children and 
took out their eyes to make medicine, or that they 
had a pill which would change the Chinese into 
followers of their religion over night. It was brave 
of Kwei No to go into the house of the foreign 
missionary to sell her pears, but instead of cruelty 
she met kindness. Mrs. Price was more, interested 
in the girl than in the pears but she, no doubt, did 
buy the pears in order to have more opportunity to 
talk to the child. She must have asked the child 
where she lived and what her name was, and upon 
learning that she lived near by and was called 
Kwei No, Mrs. Price, no doubt, explained to her 
that the reason she and her husband were there in 
that town of Sinchang, China, was to tell the 
Chinese people about the One True God, and Jesus 


the Saviour of the World. And then she asked the 
little girl to come to Church and Sunday School on 
the next Sunday. 


Kwei No must have hurried home with her money 
and with great excitement told her mother that she 
had been to the house of the foreigner. She must 
have told her mother of the invitation of the mis- 
sionary to go to the Jesus Hall on next Worship 
Day. Because of the gentleness and kindness of 
Mrs. Price, we can imagine that Kwei No had been 
completely won over and was eager for Sunday, 
Worship Day, to the Chinese, to come. At any rate, 


‘both Kwei No and her mother went to the new 


chapel and heard the gospel of Jesus Christ. 


Just a short time after Kwei No and her mother 
began attending Church and Sunday School, Kwei 
No’s father died. Kwei No had a brother who, after 
the father died, had control over the girl who was 
now growing up and becoming very attractive. The 
brother saw a chance to make some money on his 
pretty sister when a man offered to buy her for 
$40.00. Through the many long years in China it 
has been a common practice to sell the girls in the 
family to work in the homes into which they are 
sold, and after they are old enough to marry the 
sons in the families. The life of these girls is 
slavery. They are required to do the most menial 
and hard tasks such as carrying buckets of water 
from the canal to the house, or carrying the rice 
to the canal to wash it, or washing the clothes by 
beating them on the rocks on the side of the canal 
and rinsing them in the water—all this even when 
the water in the canal is icy cold in winter time. 
Many of the girls do not live to grow up, and many 
others have their health ruined before they are 
grown. When the missionaries, Dr. and Mrs. Price, 
heard that the brother was planning to sell Kwei. 
No, they felt they could not let such a thing happen 
to her, so at a great deal of sacrifice to themselves 
they got together the amount of $40.00 and bought 
Kwei No from her brother. 


At that time it was very unusual for a girl to be 
sent to schoo] but Kwei No was now taught to read 
and write, and she attended Church and Sunday 
Schoo] and read the Bible and sang the hymns 
which had been translated into Chinese. Mrs. Price 
was teaching Kwei No’s mother too and before 
long her mother was baptized, the first Christian 
of the new Church in Sinchang. After more teach- 
ing Kwei No’s mother became a Bible Woman, the 
beloved “‘Dzen Nai Nai’ whose influence was very 
great in the building up of the Church of Christ 
in Sinchang and the country areas. Kwei No was 
also baptized and became a Church member. 


In Kashing, the large city near Sinchang, in the 
home of another foreign missionary family, there 
was a house servant named Ta Wu. Ta Wu could 
neither read nor write, but he was a young man of 
natural ability and intelligence, and he was already 
a Christian. In the approved Chinese fashion, a 
marriage was arranged between Kwei No and Ta 
Wu, and thus a Christian home was established. 


It is the custom in China to send around many 
eggs, dyed a beautiful red, to announce the birth of 
a baby, and we can imagine with what joy Kwei 
No and Ta Wu sent out announcements when their 
first baby was a boy. The second baby was also a 
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boy, and the third, and it must have been a very 
happy family. With Grandmother Dzen and both 
parents of the boys being Christians, they learned 
early to love Jesus. 


The story of Kwei No and the establishment of a 
Christian home, with children growing up with the 
knowledge of God in their hearts, shows how the 
Kingdom of God is being advanced through our 
Foreign Missionary work in China. How worth- 
while it is! 


It may be that at another time you will read the 
story of The Sons of Kwei No. 


BIBLE QUIZ 
By Rev. J. B. Vail 


ie answer to each of these begins with the let- 
ter “ ee 
(1) The king who put Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego into the fiery furnace. (2) A little maid 
saved his life. (3) Lived with his family, in a boat. 
(4) The city Jonah did not want to go to. (5) Lost 
his life because he would not sell his vineyard to 
the king. (6) Said, “I am doing a great work, so 
that I cannot come down.” (7) Said, “The Lord 
hath His way in the whirlwind.” (8) Boyhood 
home of one who said, “Ye must be born again.” 
(9) Her son’s wife said, ‘‘Whither thou goest, I 
will go.” (10) Said to David, “Thou art the man.” 
“uUByyeN 
(OT) ‘tmoen (6) ‘“YjorezeN (g) “wnyeN (2) 
"yeIMeyeN (9) “YJOGeN (Gg) ‘YeAeUIN (fF) “YBON 
(g) ‘uBuUeeN (Z) ‘AezzoupeyonqeN (T) :stemsuy 


General Church News 


———@———— 


Dr. T. E. P. Woods Has Fall 


Friends of Dr. T. E. P. Woods will regret to 
learn that he fell on Wednesday evening, August 
25, and broke his hip. He is now in Lee Memorial 
Hospital at Marion, Va. Dr. Woods is Head of the 
Bible Department of McCallie School, Chattanooga, 
Tenn. He is the writer of the splendid series of 
articles now appearing in The Southern Presbyte- 
rian Journal on “The Holy Spirit And The 


Church.” Let us all pray for God’s blessings upon 
Dr. Woods. 


———_ o —~—ame 


Engagements Of Rev. John R. Williams 
Evangelist 


Address: 534 Oak Street 
Hendersonville, N. C. 


Elberton, Ga., September 11-22; Kenilworth 
Church, Asheville, N. C., September 29 - October 
9; Griffin, Ga., October 13-23; Queens College, 
Charlotte, N. C., October 27-30; Hendersonville, 
N. C., November 3-10; Marion, N. C., November 
17-29; Leesburg, Fla., January 19-31; Newberry, 
S. C., March 9-19; Plaza Church, Charlotte, N. C., 
March 23 - April 2; Corbin, Ky., April 6-18. 
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Congaree Presbytery Youth 
Conference 


The Congaree Presbytery Youth Conference was 
held July 15 to July 20 at Piedmont Springs, S. ¢, 
There was an attendance of 138 young folks, re. 
presenting almost every church in the Presbytery, 
The Rev. E. B. Wilkinson, pastor of the Lebanon 
and Salem Churches, was director of the con- 
ference. 


Each day began with morning devotions, led by 
Mrs. Fife of Greenville. After breakfast, classes 
were held for both the Pioneer and Adult groups. 
The following subjects were taught: 


Miracles of the Bible—Rev. F. G. Robertson of 
Aiken; Bible Heroes—Rev. Walter Baker of Be- 
thune; Early Beginnings of the church—Miss Duke 
of Kingstree; China as a Mission Field—Rev. John 
MacEachern of Columbia; Learning How To Wor- 
ship—Rev. A. D. McArn of Camden; Understanding 
the Lord’s Prayer and Praying—Rev. F. M. Kincaid 
of Trenton; Hymnal Appreciation and Use—Miss 
Martha E. Coleman of Strother. 


The afternoons were devoted to recreation and 
arts, under the direction of Joe Beale, student 
assistant of Lebanon and Salem Churches, and 
John Cave of Columbia. The Vesper services each 
evening were conducted by the Rev. James W. 
Jackson D.D. of Columbia. The Rev. McKinnon, 
assistant pastor at the First Church in Columbia, 
conducted the services on the last evening. 


The group enjoyed this week of fine fellowship, 
study, worship and recreation. Mrs. W. R. Good- 
son of Ridgeway conducted the Presbytery Hour 
each day and served as Counsellor for the girls. 
She was assisted by Mrs. R. L. Peay of Longtown. 
Mrs. Joe Fee served as dietitian. 


One of the afternoons was spent sight-seeing at 
King’s Mountain Revolutionary War Battle Field. 
Later a swim in one of the lakes in the King’s 
Mountain State Park was enjoyed. 


Recreation, following the vespers in the evening, 
consisted of pictures shown by the Rev. John Mac- 
Eachern, group singing, playing of games and the 
giving of stunts by each respective cottage group. 


Plans are being formulated for an even finer 
conference next summer. Miss Anne Taylor of 
Ridgeway, President of the group was absent, due 
to her attendance at Leadership School at Mon- 
treat. 

Anne Taylor President. 
Mrs. W. R. Goodson, Adult Advisor. 


ot 


Matthews Memorial 


At this little church, in the far Western edge of 
Pittsylvania County, built in the early ministery of 
Rev. A. J. Ponton, and now being supplied by him. 
On July 29th, Rev. F. Marion Dick, of Brookneal, 
Va., came and preached through Friday night, 
August 2nd. Eleven adults were received into the 
church. Three on a profession of faith and the rest 
on statement from other churches. It was a glorious 
time. Families were united in one church home. 
Brother Dick’s sermons were wonderful, and in 
spite of the very busy time with the farmers, the 
people found a way to come to the services. The 
christian people of the community have organized 
and conducted the best Sunday School in the history 
of the Church. To God be all the praise. 

—A. J. Ponton, Stated Clerk. 
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DeLand, Fla. 


Rev. James Milton McKnight, minister of the 
First Presbyterian Church, is very desirous of get- 
ting the names of all the Presbyterian students 
coming to Stetson University this fall. Stetson 
University will open about the middle of Sep- 
tember with an enrollment of 1,200 students, of 
which number 150 to 200 will be Presbyterian. 
This note is to urge Pastors, Presidents of Wo- 
men’s Auxiliary or Presidents of Young People’s 
Groups to write and let us know if any young per- 
son is coming from their Church to Stetson Uni- 
versity this fall. 


Let us know if they sing in the choir or play 
some instrument in the band, or have been active 
in Young People’s Work, or taught a Sunday 
School Class or do typing or stenographic work. 
Over 600 veterans have already registered for 
work this fall and many hundreds turned away. 


a A os 


New Montreat Hotel 


We have many inquiries to know what progress 
is being made in the construction of the new hotel 
to replace the Alba in Montreat and what progress 
we are making in securing the $200,000.00 needed 
for its completion. 


The $50,000.00 collected on the insurance of the 
old hotel is now being spent to the best advantage 
and fine progress is being made. 


The new building is to have 18 more rooms than 
Assembly Inn. The plan of construction is on the 
general plan of the Inn, consisting of two wings 
with lobbies and 70 bedrooms each. Each room will 
have private bath or connecting bath. The building 
is designed to be the center building for entertain- 
ing the General Assembly and its Agencies. Prices 
charged should be most reasonable. 


Now how about the money? The General As- 
sembly in its last meeting made a very strong ap- 
peal urging all the pastors and churches to co- 
operate and take special emergency offerings for 
this purpose. The Assembly’s Stewardship Com- 
mittee also gave its most hearty approval and co- 
operation and the several agencies of the Assembly 
gave their full co-operation assisting in sending 
out appeals to about 25,000 people. Every day we 
have some response from all parts of the Church 
in answer to these appeals but so far the total 
amount received is less than $7,000.00. 


In the meantime we have almost exhausted the 
$50,000.00 of insurance money received in the 
construction of the building. This $50,000.00 has 
been well spent and we have much to show for it 
but when this is exhausted what shall we do? 


Shall we borrow the money and mortgage the 
building? We think not. Shall we stop the con- 
struction on a building so sadly needed by our 


Assembly and all of its Agencies? Shall we pay as 
we go? 


Everyone will agree that it ought to be paid for. 
If all of our pastors would make the simple an- 
nouncement, “On next Sunday we will take special 
collections in answer to the emergency call of the 
Assembly for funds with which to build a new 
hotel to replace the Alba at Montreat, our Church 
Home. Please bring a liberal offering to meet this 


emergency,” I believe the question of money would 
be solved. 
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“Tll write those 
Golden forever ... To dare the 
generations ... out on the winds of time, 
shining and streaming.” 
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CARILLONIC 
BELLS 


names ... 


of music for all to hear 


In every city, town and village, there are 


names newly wreathed with honor and 
heroism. 


Let those names be heard in your community, 
let them be remembered as days turn into 
years, through the noble, glowing tones of 
Carillonic Bells. Ringing in remembrance, Ca- 
rillonic Bells speak, as no other tribute can— 
lift in cresting waves of music an abiding 
message of faith and commemoration. 


Schulmerich Carillonic Bells are the proudest 
and finest choice for a purpose so dedicated. 
Their richness of tone, their clear modula- 
tions are unequalled—the supreme results of 
more than two decades of electronic engineer- 
ing and research. Their construction is com- 
pact, they are convenient to install, requiring 
no additional structure—moderate in cost. 


If you would like to commemorate with Ca- 
rillonic Bells, those beloved in your commu- 
nity, we shall be glad to send a brochure giv- 
ing complete details. Please address Dept. 


a J chiulmench 
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Will our pastors respond to the emergency ap- 
peal of the Assembly and the Stewardship Com- 
mittee? 


Will our good women respond or shall we dis- 
continue the work? At least 2,000 more people 
could have had the privilege of attending some or 
all of our Assembly’s Conferences this year had 
the new hotel been ready for use. 


Remember Montreat is not on the budget of the 
Assembly and no other way has been provided for 
the construction of this building than the emer- 
gency appeal that has gone out. 


Let everyone interested in our Church Home 
please send funds promptly to R. C. Anderson, 
Treasurer, Montreat, N. C. 





JEHOVAH-JIREH 


At this church, Sunday, June 23rd, through 
Sunday, June 30th, Rev. Benard E. Bain, the 
popular pastor of the Quaker Memorial Church, 
preached each evening at 8:00 o’clock. All the 
services were inspiring and helpful. The singing 
was fine, and every sermon was helpful and up- 
lifting. The church was revived. 


re 


Synod Of West Virginia 


The Synod of West Virginia, U. S., will meet in 
the First Presbyterian Church, South Charleston, 
W. Va., on October 8, 1946, at 2:00 P.M. 

W. A. Benfield, Stated Clerk. 





BOOK REVIEWS 





AN EXPOSITION ON THE BOOK 
OF REVELATION 


By Louis T. Talbot, D.D. Published by William 
B. Eerdman’s Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, 
Mich. Price $2.00. 


—_-- <> 
BIBLE QUESTIONS EXPLAINED 


By Louis T. Talbot, D.D. Published by William 
B. Eerdman’s Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, 
Mich. Price $2.00. 


a 
GOD’S PLAN OF THE AGES 


By Louis T. Talbot, D.D. Published by William 
B. Eerdman’s Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, 
Mich. Price $2.00. 


“An Exposition of the Book of Revelation” like 
Gaul is divided into three parts. Part One deals 
with “The Things Which Thou Hast Seen.” In this 
section the vision of the risen Christ is portrayed 
in all of His glory. It stresses our Lord’s High- 
priestly work which He is now doing for us at the 
right hand of the Father. Part Two is an exposi- 
tory message of “The Things Which Are.” This 
explains the message to the seven Churches in 
Asia. Part Three discusses the major portion of 
the Book of Revelation under the head, “The 
Things Which Shall Be Hereafter.” This division 
is a Commentary on Chapters 4-22. 


“Bible Questions Explained” is a compilation of 
questions asked by the author’s radio audience and 
the answers given to these who listened to these 
messages. The author has grouped these questions 
under such heads as “The Bible,” “The Triune 
God,” “Satan,” “The Early History Of Man,” 


“The Sovereignty Of God,” “The Law Of Grace,” 
ete. 


“God’s Plan Of The Ages” is the third edition 
of a popular work by the President of the Bible 
Institute of Los Angeles, Calif. This book is 
largely an exposition of the Prophecies of Danie] 
and the Book of Revelation. The author calls it, 
“A Comprehensive View Of God’s Great Plan 
From Eternity To Eternity.” Dr. Talbot believes 
that God has a great plan and the Bible is an un- 
folding of this plan, and the way to understand 
the details of His Word is to have a clear under- 
standing of it as a whole. 


These three books are products of prolonged and 
intensive Bible study. The author’s reverent spirit 
and devotion to the Word of God are evident on 
every page. “Bible Questions Explained” is an 
especially helpful book. We gained from reading 
this volume some insights that will make us better 
equipped to answer the questions raised by people 
seeking more light on some of the obscure teach- 
ings of Scripture. In each of these books the au- 
thor’s dispensational views emerge. Since we are 
not dispensationalists they make no appeal to us. 
We also do not agree with the author’s view on 
infant baptism. An intelligent Christian who knows 
how to separate the true from the erroneous will 
find much more of the true in these books and re- 
joice in the author’s stalwart defense and propa- 
gation of the fundamentals of Bible truth. 

—John R. Richardson. 


—— 


WINNING MEN 


By John Timothy Stone, D.D. Published by Fle- 
ming H. Revell Company, New York, N. Y. Price 
$1.50. 


One of the chief virtues of this book is that it 
was written by one who has excelled in the art of 
winning men to Christ. It was therefore written 
out of personal experience. Such a book is always 
an inspiration and tonic to Christians. Like for- 
mer volumes by Dr. Stone, this one deals with the 
simple and practical aspects of evangelism. The 
chapter on “The Evangelical Appeal” is worth the 
price of the book. Here the author stresses the 
fact that the burning heart, uncompromising sin- 
cerity, knowledge of the Bible and the leadership 
of God’s Holy Spirit are essentials for making us 
fishers of men. He emphasizes the fact that for the 
evangel to be effective in leading souls to salvation 
it must be full of Biblical truth. In a great para- 
graph we find this statement: “The need of the 
hour for Twentieth Century Christians is to come 
out of the mist and the uncertainties and unbelief 
into a faith in the Bible, a faith which is a domi- 
nating conviction of the Bible’s authority and 
verity as the living Word of the living God.” 


The chapter on personal experiences is exceed- 
ingly rich and we feel that it should fire the reader 
with a greater desire to propagate a saving know- 
ledge of Christ to lost sinners without further pro- 
—John R. Richardson. 
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